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LEAD-IN <.

C 4D

An | heys explained elseshsre, thie iseua is appveriug ¢ couple of weaks

letur mnd gybogt thrae articles ghorter than [ sonld kave liked, Vactor
editinmg mod production is sowethiog of ¢ ons-—men job - of necmesity —

salthoogh the oagarice would mever actoally get oot to its reedersbip withour
the help atf the Resding &F Club, end Keith Fryemen's copputerised msiling
Aysiea.  Vhao that one person gete 111, the reeult is & delay. [ bape,
howewsr, that you will fesl that this iesos of the magezineg is a wortbwhile
ona. The delay, sud the vecwanity th fors to ehortem it to producs 1t

for the printera’ desdlios, has bad one wdvantage. 1t bue peent that for the
firse tise mioca mtartiog tg do thy job 1 heys » fily of matariml for the mext
1save, even bafore the current ome bas gone ocut. Thus you can sxpect ta ese,
1n Veetor 72, a lomg interviev 1 copducted with Roger Elwood, tha controversial
Amgrican wditar, earlisr 1o Hoveober; Den Morgea's goest-of-honour spasch from
the lasr Fovecon: « postal interview by Welcolm Edwards witb Robert Silwverberg.
Alao detivitely fixed for thet issoe <» a cover by Briep Lewia; art by Paul
Myan and Pavl Dillop. Thara will be the gsual reviews, end we hopa ta hawa

% Hovacos Raport asd ao aualysis of Roger Elwood's mew puperbeck liws, Laser
Booka, to tie In with the iwtsrview with him.

Jince V72 1s to some extent already well aupplied with material, 1 am ¢b
to torw wy attemtion ip the next few weeke to a covple of longer term project
in the forw of special iacuee One of theme lo the prosieed - bul mot delivarad
due to prassures of otber ¥Yector work - Janes Blisb lssuve. [ leel very guilty
ahoyut ot having done tbie yet, but crave your indulgepce, smpecielly craviog
that of Judy Blish. The escond of these projecte Ls ap lesue op ¥omen in SF.
For this I wlready have a cover, again by Brien Lavie Other long-tern
projucta ivclude a change 1o tda appearance ot the aagazine, poselhly to tie
1 wiEk » wrap-around cover being prepared by Pavl Dillon., Which la probabkly
s good & momant ae @ny to Lotraduce our two interior artists tbis 1ssus,

(I's atdooing that Dave driffitha Le already known to reade for his
excellent recent cover work for Fabsr, perhape.) Paul Ryap first ceme to

my attaotion through his magazine Orlon Exprees (see last Lssus's fenzime
column} wpd 1 later mat bim at the Novacon. Ha was very keen to bave material
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publinbed, and tbus we ere glad to bave sone of thia in ¥71. Any otber editors
or publlabars inrersated 3a bis work shauld cogtact bim at; 30 Marriit Avemue,
Balton Laeds L518 TEP, Ssmilarly, [ met Paul Dillon at Movacom. He Bas praduced
mame very fics pleces for this lesue, and would be vary happy to apswar quer
sbout ls work persnoelly, or ko bave artwnrk publighed 4lsewbars. Hie
addrass ia 24 West Craaceni Darlingion Co Corbam, OF Brian Lewis, more in tha
Daxt 1lasue,

This 1asua, Though thinner thas provicous owes, has tvo very solid articles

im it. The firet of thesa, Urauls L¢ Guin's guest-of-bomour spsech froe tha
Auspiecon sarlisr thie year, is eomethilag we are very fortunate to got. Mra.
La Guio bam allowed tbe speech 10 he genarally availebls for publication, a
pieca af pewa whith 1 foumd out fram lLotus. MWunugi to contuci her - sith
tha ald of Pater Nicholla - anda alaa Maviog clearsd with Bruce Gillasple in
doatrelis the publication of 13# speech io Vector, | think we may wel) keve
achieved tbe firet publication anywhere io the world of the epsech. Thanks

to sl) concerned with that.

The sacond pain srticle, thet by lan Watsop, wes «owething | bad bean
wantipg to get 1oto Vsctor for eome time, since I heard rhe proganitor of
Finally gettisg to talk 1o Ian at Fovacoa,
100 t6 use "Towards as Alien Lingoistice™, [t ia
= plece whi¢h raquiras caraful reading, mod re-resdiug, but it will repey
@y times aver the Lmtellectual affort enpanded 1o draving from $t all
itn 1naighta. A very thought-provoking and siimulatiog talk.

The book reviawa sectlon 34 agsin mborter - se bave only Lo the Imek
vabk MaRaged TG gOT GOt Ouf Dreas releaad £a publLahard. #6 mre naly bow
baginaing to get review capims of books. It the Tlow of theme comtimpas,
s sbauld ip e fev iesues have a revier column which i up-to-dats and, 1f
Dot all-ambracing., at leami esbracipj moet of tba new of being publisbed
12 this couotry. A wusher of paple have promimed ravisws obce baaks &
coming Lw, iocluding ecme well-koown neoes.

The film revies column is agein weil served by Andrew Tidearak, wbom T
bope cap ba persusded to teke ecwe tise oft frow tila fictiom writing to send
ul acee rFaviems (D the futura. Hov wall my cwa reviev serves muai be samatbiog
tar you 10 jodgs — 1°m = 1iitla to clome ta tha writer (o be ohjectlva!

aiace 1 d in , and despite 1lineas, I bave
uapsged 0 bogin the laugthy procese of catehing up an By own resding. Tbhus
I bope to ke able, «5 Malcolw Edwards 9id, to review ¢ Cew books iz wach
1w in future. ther then that, wy personal energies are likely to stild
be absorhed by adirlng. rather iban writing, for ¥eator.

Meodlens to say, [ »» always on the look-out for material, be it ip the
farm of ab articla, = raview, or & piece of artwork. If you can write/review/
dreaw, theo why oot sand us sowethiug for Vector. Anything aent will racwive
& sarilous and sympathetic sppraieal. ['p perticularly keep to got some omall
pieces of artuork, ko use for breaking up the solid mamses of type on the
19terior pagea, Evan if you can't comteibure io this = at Lasat keep
thone lettars of comment coming. This feedback from sambers ia vit
aurvival. 1 aball be Neeplag tbe letter-columc ev loog s» pomelbl
1o tbe current jasue 1 dad to e1ap it atter 4 pages, due to the mecassliy of
maoting a deadlins on typing. Apologies to those whaye lattrers heve hed to
ba Beld over ipto the Newslettar. £o - communicste with ve, keep oo resdlog -
mnd, plenss, reuew your mémbarghip as 00D as pasuible. Wo nead every one
ot you ta murelve

=~~~ Christopher Fowler 17/12/1875



The Stone Ax
and the
Musk Oxen

Ursula Le Guin

1 have & Queation, a serious questiao to ask you. What oo eartb are we all)
doipg bere?

Wsl1, 1 thiok we have come hers to celebrate. This i{s a celabraticn, tbie
38 wWhal the word mesans - the comlsg together of many panple, froa all kinds
0f weird places, avay trom thelr customary life sad waya; ofien at eoes
trouble and eapanse; mayba 20t kogwisg very pracieely wby tbhey cama, but
soved to ¢ome, to muet together, 1u cne place, to celebrate

And & calebratics desds po cer [T or raticaclisstion.
A celebration it iim o9D reasca lor helag, as yaou 2ind out once you gat there.
The heart has kta rensobs which reeecs dowsn 't hiow, $md & <elebrstios such
¢ thin bas 1tm owm raesopm, Its own atrange laes amd 1ilespan; it 1 @ res)
thing, ap event, ap sacity. mod wa bare, lobg aftar, i% Oy Suparsia &y
aad placa. will Jook batk on 1¢ amd recall 1t as & wbale. Apd if tbere were
bad momente 1u it, 1f ecwe of us got druok, and somes of us got angry, and eomd
of us had to make spsaches and others of os got borribly bored by the epeachas -
StEll I think tbe chemces are that wa'll look back oa 1t with « contentment.
At Of 8 colabratios iw praied; wod peraise rises
out af joy, When you come right dows to it, wa've al) comm bere to epjoy

¥o aren‘t golag to accomplish gogFidisng, ¥ou kuow. Or estublish gaythiag.
or aell anythiog. Re‘re uot bere 1o Order to make ¢ oev law, or declara n
war, or fi1 the price par barrel of crude o1l. Mo, sod thank God we'rs Dot.
There are ¢ooogh pecple imvolved In that sort of rubbiab. We are dere, ]
thiok, sioply to sest eack othar, iq hopes, and eome confidence, that wa'll
11¥a aach other. %e're bare to enjay ouraslves, which Beans we are practicing
the wost esmantially human of sl) cudertakiw, tbe mearch 2or joy. MNot the
puraiit af pleasure - any bamaker can do tbat - hut iha aearch for joy. Axd
mny | wiab ta you =ll hare that you fimd it.

But what La It thet briogs us, this yerticular us, these perticular
peculiar iodividuale from unearthly placea llke Caaherrs and Oragon, togeatber
beva all standing ob vur beeds i3 Nelbourne? What is it that we‘re Rers %o
colebrata? "Joy" is e bit vague, alter all; we have ta specify, aod usrrow
1t down, end put our Floger om 1T. I put out oy tioger, Aere, roasght, and
what 1a 1t that [ touch?

Thia iw the text of Uranla Le Guin's guast-of-boaonr apeach at dueafecon,
August 1975. Publiwhed by pe 1on of Wre L Guin: ead siweltanoously

baing published 1a Awatralian BF Review.

-8 e
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Betsace fictiom, Of ¢oursk. That'a ®RAT hrough ue heare. 1t dose sedm &
Tatber Simarre wotive, but it'e certeinly pa odder tasxr the motive tbat briogs

1 lons of es of P Eupplies, or
Su—n Conterences of Heads of Stute diwcussing baw to acbieve parity lb ow
h1l)l. Sciepce fiction 1s the motive and the suhject vf oor caladbration.
That'a the vh¢ polar shere all cur differant minds and souvle towch, though ap
every other subject im the world they mey be utterly diZferant, )ightyasra
apart. Each of us bere has & button somswhars ip bis soul, like a bellybutton,
bot » aoul buttop, wnd (t's Labelled sf, HNany pecpls 4o bat have m ¥oulburtan,
they only heve bellybuttouns: but each ot us dosa. iuwd i7 yau put your finm
out and tonch rhat huteon, the whola apiritusl comeole lighte yp evd gaas
2zest Blink All Bystems do, ALl Syatems Go.

I a» your gueet of bonmour, eud deeply homoured to bs mo. As euchb, 1 thiok
[ am to »psak pot oaly to you, bit far you: 1a %¢ the Oracls, the Leafsr of
the Calsbratlon, the Prisa of the Cult. ¥ben the t orgy 1e over, T
upderatand 1 am to ¥e led forth mnd throwp isto tha meareat wvolcano, to
prepltiate the Partility Goda of Melbourne. But never mind that. So long as
I'm bara, wy Job 14 O spank far yout, To celebrate vhat we are celebrating.
To epsak iu preise of mclence fictton.

Wall, that’s somathicg | Goo't mind dolog & Wit. I like mcieace ficticn.
And T have ressoa to be grataful to it. FPorF ibs pasr doses yeava Gr a0, #f
Nas ¢dded monwy to the family pocket, epd ¢opfusiop to the family ipcoma-tex
returca, apd books to the family bookmbelt, and a whols sort af Parallel
Unlvarpe dimangioa t0 the fapily lite. -~ Where's Ma goiog tBl9 woOTR? ——
Auntrelis. -- You mean 1 bave ta wasb the disbee for a ¢ == No, we got
ta come along, ~~ Can I have a pet Kawle? 1T proolae I'1l taeed Lt myselfl -~

Do youm paaple reunliga, by the way, th& o w thres childran aciance fictiom
ie ot a low form of litersture ipvoiving 11 greem man and written by
Emall contemptinls backs, but an '] is, aquare
profensioa - the Misd of thiog your owa Otber do'ﬂ e, you epd T, mowt
ot us, those ovar 25 anydlow, read af whep young, and b1z our gopy of Galaxy
ioside a copy of Intermadlata Algabra, I8 ordar ta appadr respactebly occupiaed.
%o ueked children'es librarians for ef and tbey said 0 wa do pot allow children
to rand sacaplar litaratura. Wa aaked gdulta’ Jlwrapisgsa for Lt and they esid
0 we 40 80t carry children's boocks oo tbie side of the building ¥e hed to
put the books face down bacaums of the cover, which abowed & suYple equid
corrpiog off s faiotiDg maiden ip e« large bropce bra. Ye hed the difficulty
and the pleasurs of doing somethiag whick, 1f not actually 1111Q3ty, was apeahy;
SccaRtTle; addictive; and eplendidly disreputable.

How you kmow, our kids - oot just wy kide, But all our kids, mod everybody
bere that‘s too youwag to Weve any busicece baviag any kids yat ~ the rising
geooration, shall I aay, 18 alanar encriraly wigeiong thig axparience? Tha
poay things bavs potbiag disreputeble left but sex anéd marijuena, apd esx 13
gutting repectstle all too fast. Thay're gettiag taugar si in achools. Bome
of tham for 11 1 koo® BAY Ba dldisg their copy of lotermedists Algedre foside
s copy of Aguic, Dangerove ¥isioas, and solving marvellous irrelevant equn!o »
nsscret whila Tanchey rhinkg they're T3 Lit ur ther
this co-opticn of at inte the currizulus 1a less usual im tba Co-omlltb than
in America; but 1 was 1a Bogland sarller thia yaar, and got stuek on a tala
spot with five vesutiful Cockuey kide from e Werylebose scbool, who bad d
wore of than 1 2ed, aad done » whole school 10a reading and writiog it.

%0 it'm com fane Ia the States, 1t'e come; and fros 8t. Pancras Btation
to the fartheat akasp-atation, it's coming. 6cleance fiction is baing taught,
by teschere apd protassors, im mobools epd collsges. Icience fiction ia being
srionaly diacvgsad, by futurologlsts with computera and by literary critles
with PaDs. Ocience fictios ie being writtep by people who don‘t koow Warp
Five trow a Dysob Spbara, and heing read by psople wbo dom’t read acience
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fletion., L a» bere to proclain unto the aesewblsd feithiul chat the wal are
down. The valls ere down, wa're trap at Jast. Aod you koow whet? [t's a big
cold world cukslde thers.

1 can‘t really blane thoes of my generation wnd older wha doo’t want to
may the walla cose a-tumbling dowp, end wbo cling to their ghetto status as
11 it were = precious thiag, makiog « raligioo of ef, which tba touech af
the unimitiuted will pratans. They ware Foraed into that attitude By tha
attituda af respuctabla ¢ociaty, intmllectus) and Literary, tovards tbetr
particulas lotarest; and 1t wes perfectly nstural for tham, llke aby
parsecuted geonp, 10 make a virtus of their necCessity. | can't blase tbem,
but neitbar can T agree with them. Tao cling to the posture of avasian aad
da i oucs ton and apt bas cemsed, 19 to be wot u rehel, buc
w cripple. Apd whet I want i to see af continue to rebal. 1 want to ase
af svade, aot tbowe who despies 1t, hot thoas who wanr 11 to be juet what
1t was 30 years sgo  want to ses 3f step over the 0ld, fallsn ealle, and
bend right Latothe aexc wall, and etart to break it down too.

Ome of those walls le the labslling of booke by publishers as af -

1sbelll. packaging, and discributiog. 4t tbe moment this ie precry much
. nac ty of tha publlishing trade. [t 1s meaelbla, and | dop't expect an
1mmediste rejection of the ice. Publie 1 « acbool Librarisse,
apt bookeallars want tosbelve and display ef so thet 1hosa #ha sant 1t can
tind ir. 1t's convanieat for us wddlcta, and profitable to the booksslisre
and p.bll-h.u. But the practice does comsiderable wrobg to the isnacent

. who Lo p 9 Cyow picks up = #f book by chapce; be hap to
g0 dbair 8:! betwuen the Gothics and the Baft Cara Paya, and look for it.
Anf of courss Lhe ef labal parpatustes ¢ dichotowy that mo loager exisia,
batwass at and Maiostreas. There La & SpectTum Do, DOt a chadm, The ar
labe) is ¢ rawoant of the ghetto wall, mad T'11 ba very glad to ses it go
O for the day whea | ceap go 1wtc any Library sod find Tas Man In_the Higb Caetla
Bot sbelved naxt 10 Sarf tha Barbariap by Elmer T, Heck, Dot Ry author's name.
Prilip K. Dick, rlght maxc to Charlea Dickene - where Lt belomge.

And another day. 1de Aay whao the Tiwes Lit Supp, or rhe New York Timen
Book Ravlaw, or ths East Grang-Geong Sheep Ranchar's Weukly, review & major
new s oovel sloug with the other movela, oot in a4 llttle column eet myert
apd beaded Aci P1 or Spsc Pic or what buys you. Ja which aclumos, by tbe
axie s of which columns, Lt i» implivd that howavar bighly prajsed tbe
work reviawed may be, It's mot to be placed ip the same category. of coures,
a8 rba oidey nav raviewad rhroughout the peper - the reml ok

T™here'e lote of walle yet, yau sew, to by reduced to Tubbla.

But «ll tbie abilt external. The worst 114 are suvar the onss You
£1nd 16 your way. 7Tbe worst walla are the omes gou put tbera - you huild
yoummlZ. Thosa wre the high ones, the thlich ones, the omes with no doors lo.

Se6, hara wa arand, soience fiction, ¢ vodbla figure among the ruinsd walls,
chaina drappiog tros ouy gimat llmba, faclng ths future with segle ayes, and
s)l thet., But actually, who are we? And mxuctly whar future are ve facizg
with our eagle eyas? Now that ve're free, shere ere ws goiag?

From here on I hava to speak as a sriter. ['ve been trylng to apeak for
tha coamunity of 81 writara-aad-vans, and eajaylog &t, but | cam't keap it
up. L'w taking 1‘m uot & fan. As you koaw, many af wrilars are, or were;
they atarted am fans; 1t was a pbencmenon of the ghetto, wbich ia mow called
the Goldan Age of Hcieaca Pictlan. Well, | came elomg juet ista 4ncugh to
mias the Goldep Geetto, im Igoormoca ther 1t aven existed. T reed af as a kid,
but kpaw aotbing about fapdom 1 wrote sf first, wnd discavarad tbat is waw
At sacond, when the publiabers tald me 20, and thep f1oslly, third, 1 diac-
aversd the axietepce of Cfandow. 7That was ip Oakland, 3o 1964, tbe tirst big
¥Worldcon, 1 guass. T heard thera was thim scisnce fictiocn msariog golag op
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and [°d pobliwbed thrée or four Bl $tOriss and wes crery ebout Phi) Dick and
Cordwainar Smith, and ac | went dowh to Oaklund to see what wae goiog on.

And thavae wera shout BOGO pmople who all koey eack athar end sbsolutely
everything about st since 1928. 4Aod theoply cne 1 mat wea Barbara 31lvarberg,
*ho vaB §G tECradibly baautiful thut | 1netactly want mows mo@ put By heed

1o = papar bag for a wesk. TNEt was tbe lmet Worldcop I mttended. LUntil now
Yau ese, [ am an putsider, =o olies, for all you koow 1 coma trom m whole
ajttarent galazy and am plasniog the aeorthrov ot the antire Australian Ballot
Syates. FHut all the eema, | Jo write of. And that s why you wmakéd on hara.
And o | thibk 10 would make GoDRe $f 1 weot ao awmd spoke as whot | aw, &
writor. A writer of #f. A womao writer of sf,

Do you knaw that 1 so a wvory rare crealurs? Wy species wes mt firat
beoltiaved to bs mytholagical, like tbe tritble and the uaicors, Mambore of

1t purvived ooly by protactive colorationp «nd mimetle mdaptation = they vaed
oale pep-aames. Blosly, timorovaly, they bagan to comp out of tiding Lookiog
arouad warily for predators. | wyas)t wea forced into badipp just ooce, by

an nditor of Playhoy, vbo reducs¢ me to a simple, wothreatsarhg, sliighbtly
onigmetic shépe - a U. HNot Ursuls, but ¥ I have flat & Ji1tie bant, a
Littlo U-shapnd, ever eluca. But wo hapt craspimg oat; it tock & wbile, &0
thare mera mothacks, but graguslly my ppecies took coursge and sppesred in

full satiog plumEges. Anne, Keate, Joamns, Vonds, Buty, and the reat. But
whon I say “tbe redat™, plémse doo’t got alarwed, don't tedl tMrestaned, or
aoythiog. The ara vary few nt ya. AWNaybe gne out of 30 uf writers id o
wossn. Thet statistic (s Eupplied by By axent, Yirgipoie Kidd. w vary
beautlful meémbor of my epecies; the rellv I8 » guedn, but en sducatad ona.

On you fisd it & ratbor mtartling ratio? 1 do. 1 mo oxtrewsly puczled, even
smberreveed, ¢t Oy own rarily  Are they goisg to heve to lock am up in pen
1ike tbe Whooplag Craoes and Duckbilled Piatypuses and other apaciee thra
with extinction, and watch cegérly (o wes 1f 1 lay an egg?

anod

Why ar4 wvumdp w6 eCArce ib Wf - L0 the llterstura, among the fana. and
mout of al)l mmong tbe writers? A gaod wany bistoricel ceséons come to BiDS -
Axarican of aa action pulp fictlon during the e, Camphollian ef wrillsa
for edolsecent anginaarm, atc. - byt atl of thom aro circular. Khy wae
Golden Ghette af & males-only club? 1a there really acmathing in the nature
ot tbe litermture i1bat doasn't sppeal gensrally to women?

Hot tbat 1 can #8é  Apalog and 1t's echopl did certaialy follow one
mimor clowont within ef to tbs sxirams. L6 & poiDt whera caly those who snjoy
aitber mara or wiring diegrams - proforably bot¥ =t oace - ¢ab afoy i1 Buch
Nost woees 1o our culture sre brought up tn ba rathor adifiorsot towards
wilitary heroits abd wirlog dlegrase, ec that they'ra likaly tn ba borad arv
irritateda Almn, adaloecent boye 16 mlbowi wll cultures tend to de efraild
of women, and to form <lyhs thet cut them out, oxclude tbem. AGD siwilarly
& goad dem) of sword mbd 80rcary Leavae moat womam cnld, bacausae it conalats
oo 1 ly ot mala hercica sod La taptasles of sexuel prawees, often Lotepswly
ssdiatic. But tbose two miner provioces esl aWida tor Boy Setoutls oaly, mll
the rast 18 left - all tha hroad, basutiful cousilrpside of growa-up af, where
anything cao happan, and ususlly dced Wby bava more wmonm mot BOVed 1N apd
wido thamsalvas at bome?

T doo’t kbow Wy trouble ia, | wos Goro hetre, [ dldn't eove io, ma |
can't figura nut what the probloa 18. Year hy year, 1 =op mnro mamnara of
wy spacies, young obes wostly, coming apd bullding tesporary nesta, or boldly
trylog cut 10eir wicge sbava the moustalme But atil) ROt awough. 10 or 10
@alom tn ono famala ia not » good ratla for specios promarvatios, Asong
domestle fawls, Lo fackt, 1t goas quits Uha other way, half & d4ozes hans Lo nos
roaster; but nover wind That. [ just want to ask the msa ra to comatder
101y, Ll» moma mpara moweot, whatber by any chanca they baws beos byt lding apy
walla to keep the wnean nut, or to kebh thes “in their plece’, apd what Chey
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Ray hava lost by doing #a. And to ask tbes women here 1o congldar, Ldly or

Bot 141y =t sll, why sre thers so few Of us? Y¥We cam't blame it op prajudica,
becausa st publishipg ia Ln general a quita un~sez-binaasd tinld, Heve women
wallad themselves out, thraugh laziness Of aind, fear of baipg eesd uelng
the intellact 1ia public, fwar of sclence and technology, fear of lactting rhalr
imaginations 1008¢ - and above all, perhapa, feer of competing with oen?

Tbat, a8 we all know, 1a ex upladylike thing to do.

Bot 20 wrt 14 ledylike. Nor is aby art gentlemanly. Moy ie it masculine
or ftemipine. The readiag or & book and tha writibg of &« book 14 wot ap act
dependant Ia aay way upon gpe's gender. {[m fact vary faw human actm ara,
other than yrocreation, gestation and lactaiion.) Whas you usdertede to
make a wark af art -~ a noval Or m clay pot - you're not cospeting with
anybody except yourelt and God. Can 1 do Lt bstesy rhis riaa? Ouncw you
bsve realimad tbat that ls tha obly yuestionm, cuce you bave Caced tbe ewpty
page or the lump of cluy in thet solitude, sithout anyana ta blame fop failure
but youreelf, abnd knows rhat fomr mnd that chellenge, you area’t golsg to care
very much ahout balag ladylike, or about your so-callad coapstition, male oy
tensle The practice of an arr i, la ite absolute diuciplinme, tha experience
of absalute trasdom. And that, above s1), La wby 1'4 lika to sea more or my
sisters trylog out tbair wisgs sbova the moustaims, Becsuer freedos i3 oot
aleaps an easy ihing for women to fiud.

Well, all right, #0 we've established oma fact abour sho and shat

#clepce fiction ia. It's very largely malu, bot yuemp to Dy tenmdiug a »
a 1ittle more trawards wndrogyay - at leest | bope so. And vhat elee 1s it?
As ome once ked, it‘s PEX trash - like averythiog

T'm 10 wn heretical mocd., [ dare to quearlon Sturgaoa‘s Law. [a 951
o everythi traah? Reslly? [a 058 ot & torest tresh? [» 684 of the ocean
trask? 1t soon will ba if we go on polloting 1t, but 1t wesn't to etart with,
Is 95% of homemity treed? Any dictator would agras, bur ] dan't agrea with
biw. la 955 or literaturs traeh?

¥all - yas. Tt probably is., Ot the booke pow published ip tbe world 1ao
& year, 4% prodably aren't evap trasb, thay're just nosssa.

But T ravert to my apeaking as & writer, nat as & readar, sad ioguire,

bow mapy books, While thay are hwing writren, are coaceived of by their

author as rrmah?
It'w reslly an interesting quastion. I bave no 1das Of the anawar. Tr's
wot 0% - far from 1r. Thare =any suthors who duliberately write junk for
sonep. and [ heve wet others who, though less cyategl, epoks of thair own
worke as “potbollera’” ar ma “"mars entertainment” - a little delensively to
be aura, hacy the g0 Ln elveyn Lavolived Ln the mark, but alao honsatly,
reslaistically, 3o the full kuowladge that they bad pot doom, and had pot
tried to do, the beet work they could do. And Iln art, fram ths artist’s
polat of vhew, there sra only {wo altermatives: the best yoo can do - or
trash. It’e a Dioary eys . OnsOfE. Yea/Ma. Not from rha rasfar'a posnt
of vitaw; ot course from thars there ars ibfipite gradaticus berveen tbe beat
and tha worat, all degrees of genius, taleal, and gchlavamant batwasn
Sbakespeare and rhea hack, snd witilo esch work, even Ghake: ra's But
fro& ihe sryiter'e poiot of viaw, wbile writing, there are juwar two eaya to
go: to pueb towarda the limlt of your cepacity, or to sit back and emit
gsrbage. Aud ¢the renlly umimir thi is that the intsat, bovever goud,
quarsxtews mothin, You oan tPy your heart aut, work like = slave, mad
"Tite drivel. But the opposite iotent does carry ite owr guarantes. Mo
ATCigt aver 641 out to do less than hls best ana Ald

€ood by
You head for Perfacrion aed you may very wall get tramh. But you hesd tcwards
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trash and by gum, you alwaye got Lt. The Quest for Perfectlon fa
231 of tbe tisa, byt tha Hasrch for Gurbsge naver faila.

1 100 this repstion of t trashioess Of most sf 100 ¥ - baih defanaive
4pd ovetructive. Defanaive: "Doa't hit me tolke, [‘m down alramdy That'e
theold, iogratisting, melf-protective, ghotio poetuTs. ADA Gestructive: becaues
Lt Ls cynlcal, 1t mets limita and builda Je. 1t mays ta tho at writer, af
=l) pesple, Why #boot for Lhe BooD? The chancwa are 1P to 1 that you woa'l
Ret tha Ooly ¢ tiny alita gete thm and =» #l)l koow 1hat plits psople
“rs maobe anyhov. Keep your feet TN tN® groubd, kid;, worh for maney, DOt
dreams; wrots it like the nd-lur esaye ba wanta 1t; 6oa't wasta time
and poliehiog: pall it guick end grind aut the 63t cae. Whml the hell), it'ae
e liviog, ais’t 1t7 And »0 wbat I 21%°F DOY art, at lagat it'a eniértalsmest.

The tortaiomenl™ B3t réally burbs ma. Lt hides n big 1ie bohind an
obvious truth  Of couras and sf story i» eptertatoment. Al) art 1» vat
taloment. That's wo Claer Lt's fatuous to ropaat 1t, If Aaadnl'm Weesish
weary boring. nat aoteriaioing, would thousands of pecple ¢ 1lstea to it
yoar aftar ysar? If tba Bistips Chapezl sere dull, wonld tonriats troop
thora sndlomely to get crichs In theic nacke? 1 Oadipus Rax waran't =
smasbing good show, would it by 1m tha rapartary efter 2300 yearn? L[ Tha
Firat Circla waren't & grippiog. powarful, highly eatartalplag story, =ould
the Bovist gaverament be wa terrified of Alexsnder Solchouitasys? Mol 1t
be was @ dul) kack, they'd loves him, HAe'd kA writing just what they want,
wrlttog 10 the editor's epaciflcations, weak taa, perfactly ssfe. Te'd
probably te a Faople s Artist by caw

0f course, sowo mrt im lmmodimtely attraciive, sbd dowo le difficult,
dsmsnding iotanse pocae and {mvgluament from its audimsce Tha art af
oR8‘E OVD tlea tends (o be formidsbls, 1o & time ot chaoge like ours,
bacanss wo bave to lomro bow mnd whars to take bold aof 1L, what roapoo [}
beipg asked of us, befnra wa can gat iovelved. It'm truly new, and therforae
truly & bit frightent 1'm eanlly frightened myesif; [ was even afreid of
the Bantle at firat. Peopla are 11y trightsosd, bul slsa dru spd
atubbora. They west ibat entsrtalmment that omly art can give them, that
pacvliar, #0140 oatisfactica, and €0 thay do Neep V1atsalpg ta the welrdest
clactronic wwslc, and atariog at big ogly peintioge af hlobe, and resdimg quesr
#1ff1c0lt Booka ebout paopla on amather moria 20,000 ysars from oom, and
thoy ey, 1 don’t remlly like $1, It's uosertlipg. It's paibful, Lt's crasy.
but yoo wmow [ Xiud of likad that ane bit wbara samstbiog west ceseccoo-
bewang! - 1t remlly got 10 9, Jou Xpow?

That'a =ll art waots Lo do. [t wanta 1o gor to pou. To break down
the walls butsgas us, fnr a mowent. To bring us togelher io a colobratios,
o torsmody, éotertminmesal - & wullal affireation of underatandiog, or of
muftariog, or of joy.

Tharfors | totelly opposa tha notiow that you can put Art owar bero om &
podeelal, ead Totertainewat dave hare 1n & clawn snit.  Art and Estertsaipespt
are the sans thing, in that ths more déoply aad genuinaly aptertajaiog = wark
18, tba Dactar art 1t Iu, fTo 1aply thet art i1a sowmdtbiug Boavy asd snlamn
and dul), ssd Entertaicssst is modedt but Jally and popular, &s mao-¥ictarian
idlacy et ite worat Every artiat ts dooply serious aad pessicmate about dim
wosk, &pd every artlei alaa 4 @ clown aule mmd capars on poblic for penniea
The tallows wvha put ao tbe ¢lown ault and th inted gris, but wha doR'er
care abowt performimg wall, are neithar entertalaeys DAr artim they'r
fakas. Thay koow 1t, wod w aw $1. and though they may indasd e briafly
and lmmensaly popular, bacamse thay maver frightep anyane, or wove mnyome, ar
make anyons really laugh or ¢rF7. butl Juat reassuré peoplo by lyimg ta them -
all the aany, that popwlarity 14 meaniogless., The mama gles, tha work®
forgottea, ap® what'n laf¢? & hollow pluce A aapEe of wvadte. A reoaltiamatioo
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tbat where sonetbing real migbt bave bwen donms - « good headmome clay pot, or
a reslly entertainivg story ~ the chance was lost. We last 1t. We acoepted
the Zake, The plaskic throwaway, whed we could bave hald put for the reel rhing.

1'n not one of theaw antique-lovara, but do you kiow bow moviog it cmo
te to use, or just to handle, some object - a plece of pottery, or a 100l, or
& chair - that ha» been used by savearal gansrations of paopls, «ll atranger,
all dsad pow? I kawp a stome ax op wy desk at hone - oot for self-detance,
but for pleasure Ny father used to keap it on hla desk. [t nakes & good
peperweight, I1t's New Stone Age, bot | don‘t know bow old, anythimg froe u
few capturies to 12000 years. It's pertly polisbed and partly left rough,
though tinaly abhaped. 1Tt ia wall oade. Yoo think of the humap hends petisatly
poliahing thet grapite. There's a sense of solidity, md of community, in the
touch, the feel, of that ax, to ma. There's Dothing sentimeantal abaut 1t,
quite tha opposlta: it (& & renl exparience, e rare intimetion, of time, ouy
wost inward dimeusiop, which Is @o difficult to experience consciously, but
without whbich we are uttarly disorienrad and astray 1la the seaningly so faniliar
exterasl dimenalons of space. Well, that's what | meap about the real work
o1 art., Like a stome ax, it's there. It stays thers. It'e eolid, smd it
involves the loward It say bs 11y beadtliful, or quite
coamcnplace and hyslile, but it's wade to be osed, aud to last.

Hack work im not wade to be ueed, but to be »old; and Dot made to laet,
but to wear out at once and be replaced And tbat's the difference, 1 believe,
batwaen art-sand-entertaloment on tha ons hand, and Treah ob the other.

Ted Bturgeon, whan he made his Law up, was simply regunding to contemptuous
444 ignovant critics of sf, who scarcely deeerved ao clever ov spswer. But
hie Lew hae slpce bean used a® & dafence and an excuse and a cop-out, and 1
Buggeat that we ip af atop quotiog it Tor = bit, &t leaet 1f wa'ra yaing 1t
in w rvesigned aud cynical fasbico. L1°d 11ke ue aot to be regigned, but
rebellioun; nat cynical, but critlcel, intranaigent, sod idaslisrie. 1°d
1lke ua to sny, 935 of »f i¢ trash - Yecchhl tet'sm get rid of the stutt!

Let's open the windows and get rid of this garbagel Here we have eclancs
flction, the most flaxible, mdaptadle, broad-range, imaginstive, cracy form
prods fictrion has wver eattained - end wo're going to let 1t bhe ueed for
making toy plastic raygum that break whon you play with tham, and pre-pack
pre-caoked pre-digestesd indigestible tlavourless TY diomers, and big 1uflated
robber balloons containing nothing but hot air? The hell we ars, I say.

You ¥pow what our ataruve of solence fiction neads ro do? He needs to
use bia asgla eyve to look at himself., A lovg, thoughtful look. A critlesl
look. Ws doo't have to be defensive any nore. We aren't childrsn, or
untouchahles, or aripples, any more. Like 1t oF Juap IT, we are now adult
4c¢tive manbars of eocisty. And as such we have a chaellenge to mest. Noblasae
obligs. Ve've got to mtap skulking arscund playing by ourselves, like the kid
fverybody picka ok. When » af book jw reviewed, in @ fewzine or & lirerary
raviaw, it sbould bacompured with tbu rest of corrent literature like say
othar book, apd placed amang the reat on 1ta own individusl marita. When &
a2 book 1a criticiesad, in priot or in a <l » 1t slovld be criticised ad bard
us any other book, aa dsmandingly, with the same expeatationa of llteracy,
a011dity, complexity, cruftsmansbip, Whan a af Dook 18 raad, 3¢ ehould be
rand mx » DOVl or & short atory - that ia, a work io ths trsditicos alec
«mployed by Dickens and Chekhav — not as an arbtlfact from the Pulp Factory.
The resder should expect to be sntertaimed, but he sbould slso expect to find
kioselt on unfamiliar ground; 1f he finda experimentation, innovation, irrev-
srenca, cobplaxity, aod passion, be sbould rejoice io them, aod oot rub away
whimpering: But 1t wasn't like tbia in 1937! And fioally, when a #f bock ia
®ritten, the writer raully sbould he awars that ha or ebs is 1u a2 witraordinary,
enviable poaition: an inheritor of the least rigid, fresat, youngest of mli
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literary treditione: ‘end therefors mbould do tbe Jab just ne well, ea sericusly
and eatertainiugly, s» lotslligeotly and passiosatsly, as ever 1t cem ba done.
Thet'a ihe laast wa cgo smk of Our weifers — and the moat, You cas't demend
of ap ertiet that ke produces nneterpieces- You cen ask that he try.

It sevms to me tbat ef in standing, theee dags. 12 & doorvey. The door
Ls opap. ¥ide open. Are ve going to Just argnd lhers, 1tiag for tha
applauss 0f the mpltitudes? ]t won't Come; wy baven't asrsad iT, yat. Are
we going to criage back ioto tbs 0ld sale ghetto roam and pretend tasre isp't
apy big bad eultltude out there? 1f mo, our good writers will laave ua
in despasr, and rhers will Dot be another gacarsticn of them. Or are wa
goiog o welk on through the doorway and jvin tba rest of the clty? 1 bope
oo. 1 know we cap, and 1 hopa ve do, because we hyya z grest des) (v affer
to art, which neads vew foras Like qura, and to critice who are sick of
chawing over tbs mame old vorke, axd sbove all to the readara of dooks, vho
want and deserve bettar navals than they moatly ger. But it will cake not
aply courage for ef to joip the community of litarsture, vut streagth, @elf
Tespact, the will mot to ewttle for the secand-rate 1t will take gepuine
selt-criticise. 4And 1t wt1]l 1nclude genuins praise.

[f you tbink, secratly or apanly, that you'rs sacond-pats, thet you'rs
955 tradd, then however wuch you praime yoursel?f it wor't memp such - o
you, or to othera. That's like ndolescent boamting, which #o often revaals
& rarrible senpe of WOrtRlaadpass and wankossd.

At ia pretty wall geown up oow. Wa've baan 1hpough our illicerate atage,
and out latent or ooa-mezval stags, and the at wban you cam't thisk of
anythiag BuE sex, and TR Fesr Of rham, and we Paaliy do Seem to ba aa the
verge of maturity oow., Wheo 1 sey ['d like uf to ba self-critical, [ do=’t
®4aR padastic or destructively perfecticpiat; I weav 1'a like to see wora
a2 vepdara judging scundly, disalsalag the failuoess quiatly, in ardar to
praiee ibe successes joyfully - amd to 3o on from tbes, to build upon them.
That is maturity, 1em’t 11?7 = & just sseesemsapt of your capaclties, and tha
will to fylf1]1 them. TWa hava pleasy to prailse, yau ksow. I do chink af
durtug tbey past ten ysere has produced some booké mnd étoriss that will la
that will be meaningful and basutiful maay Years from nov.

1t sesme ta we that we can grov and change, apd velcome growtb apd chapge,
#irbaut loaisg aur solldarity. The sallderity ot the eof commualty 1s e rasily
axtraoroisery thiag Tt makea the 11w of fgas much riohsy and u graat
deal more complicated, apd far tha writars, 1t can be an incredibla booo - the
Suppori, the responsa an af writer gers from hla resdars, 1» uniquse. Moat
wovalists get zothimg like thet; they mre quite isolated, Their rewpon:
ocomes sainly from tha paid raviewars of ths reviev services amd journal
they wre best sallare, Chey'ra totally 180lated fram gaaulae radansda dy the
4parmous mécbanisma of eslesmsuship apd publicity. TWhat Zaadom, the atf
community, glvas the of wrltar, or at lesat this 1 wy OWD yerscael oxp:
ience, 18 the best modere equivalent 0f the old smallacale commwalty, city-
atate or tha 11ha, withip which most of the finwet ertforas developed apd
flourished: ¢ Ty of yt peapla, a rasdy audisacs,
ready to discwes and dsfend and attack and srgue with asch other azd the
artiet, to the irriiation and eptertaiament and beaefit af all.

Whap | ¢ay the gzbetto wnlls sré dowa and it bsbooves us to step over
them and ba fres, I doa't maan that the comswnity of ef 1 dbereskiag up, or
ebould bresk vp. [ bope it dosem't; I thiak 1t woa‘t; 1 doa't sea by it
abould. The eesential lumecy that unites ue all wiil coatimpe to waite ws,
Thy oa¢ thiag that‘e changed is thet we'rs Do loagar forced togetber 1o &
mutually deteasive posturs - 1ikw & circle of Sualoxds O3 tha Arctic spow,
attached by ¥olves - by The Coataspt and arrogaace of literary remcticmaries.
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1f wa medt DOW and ID the future, ¥e Eriters and readers of st, 0 give asch
olber prizes end ses each gthar'e iacss mnd renww ald feuds and diécves oav
books and bald cor ce! tios, 11 #11) e io encire freadoa -~ beceuss v
<hooae ta do 80 - Re< . to put Lt simply, s 11ke esch other,
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Towards an
Alien Linguistics
lon Watson

I hava called my talk, "Towarda ap Aliep Lioguistlos™. Butr 4o me wish to

beer stiout aliens wbo wre y #imllay 1o ua, and relatively eesy to undersiend?
Bardly! Yat on the othar bmnd, 40 we wapt to hear abouil asazing ané strangé
aliens, who are almost incomprabensibla® Bere, one yuny the rimk af besng
sinply t of at 1 and et for the
anke of moBptrodity. b aither ¢ » w¢ do oot wecesmarily srrive st s
gepere] theory - at em slisp linguimtics, but oply at a litarature of iweginary
Iapgusgaa. Bo | want ta epeak about the general idee of alien lamguages,
rathar than abant particolar invented exawplas. I want tg ourllane & fow
igean for & thaory of lenguege, owbracing aliem lapguages and ipapired by
thinking about rhem — what thalr narure mlght ba: bow wa slght posaibly
undarstand thee.

And lepndlately & problem awi
do witb Linguistice

2. For upparently thla has pothing to

The American lipguist Blocstield sald thet "tbe Only weeful geoers)isaticnae
about lamguage are kaductive genaralliationa™ 1o other worde, wa mbould
baes our theoTis4e UPOA dats from actual languages. We ahonld discover, pot
1lavent. Jth . we might d im beipg amueing or pruvocative, but
from a strictly lisguietic vievpoint we should be talkicg uoosenes.

Yot T fae)l that this ts Yo restrict cmesels wakelpfolly - Lz rether tha
same way as Wittgeaetalp rastricted philomophy, wbuo he refussd ta take
wccount of any solutians That the ®igac prop to p of the
natore af laogage and krowlsdge. Ia effect, Wittgemstala famaed off & certasn
aren, End said, “This 4n Philosophy: the t dda'i. Tha prast iga't purt of
the Pbilosophical Gams. Psycbology and Biology ¢wstot provide philosvpbical
assmars”. I would mot wiak to inposa & eimil reatriction on Linguiatice.

[ pratay the definitian that Linguiation 1s pot 4o muoh just about buman

, as ebout the placs of humep lungusge ib the wolvares. Thiy
& pragmatic, husen tase - whila le the widar queatione open

The Alten L» unkmown. Alisp Langu . obvigusly, are ubkigws. Byt
how Buch 4o we know about huaan language, for that mattar? The fact that
wa yed 1t w1l the time doas H0L magh 1hat wa koow all about 1t We anly
Wnov about buman languages 1o their present ste ¥¢ bave ko reanl kngwladge
whera GuF languages came from, or how. TWor 6o we heva the least 1dea where
they sre golog to, or why. $So even bumav languages, 1in the Adistant pasr and
the far future, are quliie allea to ue.

1t rd to fmaglae that evolution op thim plamet 1a going o etop
with pres¢ar-dey Man - ool deatray the planet, that 15. Lasguags, too,
1e plllnly an evolutiovary phecosepcp [t Bes bawn vary differeat ia the
[t has oaly grava ta 1ra present state through a ies of radicel
in tarm  The growtk of arich system of transformatioa yulas - thoss
rulas whick ralate tbe prolific atructures of surises aApaach to a more limited

(c) lam Wateon, 1078, This ie tbe text of = Talk giveam at Angoulsas enrlier
ia 1974. Trasalations of Praoch quates by Maggis Cax.
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cusber of sbetract deep Atrurtures - oust be one exawple. ¥Without treaosform-
atiops, grammer =ould have to be ®utredely complex 1o order (o eapreme the
aBOuRt of IDf0tmation thel wo normally buddlu (odey. Tranaformetioos ensble
us to oanipulate a ricb veriety of concepts acopomically., But Spsech did mnt
aprisg Trom ovr tarsheade - Like ALhabe, goddess of viwdom, from the head of
Zous - fully armed with tranaformatiops The linguist #cNail), eriting abaut
“The Creatlioo of Labgus . points out that primitive speech sust (berefore
bave takav many yw ta laaro. Yet nowadaye we pnescas what Chomaky bas
describad am aw Lanete plun (or acquiriag leng ao ipbors scheme whick
amoures that wa will masler apoock Lo m rémarkably short Lime. This &m part
of par geoetic code. nNos, HAut 4L coulw pat have been 40 1o guite tbe "
way for primitlive maw - or the slages in éarly lifa vben he

ta kdnguge. whan ke was primed to learo, would bave p
bad tims to Lears epough. So lmmgusge-cbaage and gen
baod in hasd. 1t is hard tn Imegiom that genetic chapg
1s equully hexito 3
radical cbanges. IL
wlree

=111 cener [t
fne that laoguge will canse to evolws aad undergo

fara, amd cven the tic plen for acquizring it, wust

AssumLRg, thet, tbat rvolution carrics oo iolo the far future, bulldivg
oo the & N1 praesot -dey Han, then we evap Tonteln the Alisn =ithin oursel
Lo a vary ¢eal escnec: Fuluro Map, with a lacgusge sm difterout from ouré 10
quality and conrept. ap Ours (oday is Irom the spesch of those Tirst primitive
®ep inbablting Lhe borderland batwsen Mmture aod Culture. But ga oot
Lthink very much gbout thm dynamice of lasgusge Over an evolutlosary tima-span -
ano to wbEt eiate oI w100 Lhey muy bé leading. So 1 think 1t I1a valueble to
Lalk (b terma of ao Allen Lioguistice, for it forces us, opl paly ta 1hink
abput AlirEa, but to thiok ebout this FPuture Me =hom we d0 Dot yet koo
eitber Science fictioa, wilk (ta population of ali¢hs from ofkar alar-
ayt and alun its ali 1n hyman guine - itm mutsots, telapsths, otc -
entablishes & vocabulary of setephorical beinge, ranglag froe the downright
cvude ka Lha relstively maophisticated, for questioning ths umknown udlrerss
and the uokoown future

Nota, by the way. thet in ceationlag the grammar of primitiva man, 1
made o044 pertactly mccrptable linguistic statemenis. But the faci 18, w4
do Dot know whather thay ace true. We have Do proof that priestive apaach
wap thlp - or that. Ilufie amiwlgraphic - or pobpderous and cosplicated. All
lunguagea todsy abow approzimataly tha a degrea nt complaxity and aophist-
ication Thara 4re ua primitive langdgad taday. Langaged epoksn by so-called
“primitive penpla In fBouth Aserica or Hem Guinaa sre, 1o reallty, just am
acphisticetad as Eurapesn labguegee - or as Chine ar Arsble, oy Eaklmo.
Bistarical recnrda gn back too ehort a time to ehaw any drift towards maro
primitive structures. | wad maraly balng doductlve In talking sbout primitive
spacth. But (t im nbeinugly usatul and dosirgble tn know tha arigine of whar
we sre talking about Nat Is 3t wekbibgleas [0 epeculata about thoes origins
5o we ahauld not pay toc much atteakion to Ploomfiald'e rula,

Allen Lingulerica, then, (s &n idee about e relationship betwsan language
snd thé vnilvaraa. But 1m 1t ¢ universal idea? 4dve t
Muat we cobcluda, atiar Leo's Solmxi
alien should we 1t thax er we may go wo wil) anly experlence
husan experisncas? Is ke mliew, by detiniijon, vakpowable: aad le 1t
tbenfaore » waata of b th mayan to mentinn the ides of Alies LioguiseLlca?

Let up explore this problem of uaivereal ideas a lfitle further, and ask
ourselves what the réelationship im balwaen Labguege aad Heality - aad
whethar Language dpes repreaent Keality in any mesmingful srnie.
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The Awericaen Bacjumio Whorf, $n contrastiog Ruropean lsnguages with Americap
Jodian lusguagee, came to ths conclumion (hat diffarant langueges condition
radically diffarent sorid-rie ditfereol roalitisas, Woort atodias of Hopi,
Rootka, Swewn and the American Indian vies of the univ 9 read et Limes
like models for ao eliso lioguietica. end ibdéed a goo0 e ple of Weorf-
basnd =ligny occurs 1o Deleny Babul-17 with 1ta Jeacripiiom of the cult
of Ciribla, #ptirely based an t snd temperstura changas, Deleny s morsl
Ln lhat “‘computibility fuctors for commubicatico are Locredibly lew”, Thia
Ly Whors =rit large ob the galaay.

fowevar, aloce Whori's tima, Chomahy has ehown that thars La in all
buman beings an Luo pluo for scquirisg apy bumst laogusge - and therefare
that all human lengul ¥ ouat be formally rolatad op scee desp structural leyel,
Alwo, {baries Oagoad, applylmg iy techaigue for mamauring meaning (koown a.
the “Hompntic Diffsreatisal™) to wpoakers of languages as ramote (row each
athar «p Eagltab, Nive o mod Japuneme, demonatrated the sxistmsace of wdat
be calla & “common markat in ning”, Pessd o0 thé biologicul systsas of
enatiaosl ard purposlive behavicur which all bumans shers.

Faother #ba wlll owcosesrily davaloy sypteme mulficiencly similar for
us to ramprehand thae @ poiot to which I will returs La Manmvwbila,
®c tar me Mam 18 cobce d, tbs Whor{ argoment ham to by mbamdoned.

dpart from tble 11DEZULslIC obJection ta tho cmiatence of unisgraple Inm
lauguage, tbare 14 ab iwportsnt philcmophical or logics] shjection to \we
1064 1bat the underlying atructurs of Laogueges and Numss though may e rolated
10 tba uadarlyliog structurs Of the umiversa. This objsctlan hys basa woiced
by aral pbil phers mimce Wit but im tbe cblactice
»priDgs Trom varions remarks Wittgeanstain aede ip him Tractatus. 1o Flttgeo-
utein‘a visw, thars L= « (uosamaptal 10giICR) readca why wo camnat dimimtar
Neality arcboologically from behiod tha lamgusgs thet represssts It Fictgen-
“fbe pitiure cenwot repraacat its form of rapresantaiion; It
12,172); “Wo propoNiTioR CAO @aké e mtatemant about itaalt,
betmuse n propositional aigo caaoot be caunnod 1m 1tealf™ (3 132);
“That wbich mirrara Ltealf io | . cenraot m . Tomt which

Itsalf (w1 "¢ CADROT ANRredd by language’ (4.133). Thua_

1€ the stracturs of reslity 1» sndewd wirrored im Languos thie 1D fact
labgusge froa mrticulatisg tbe atructure of reality. which cass,
te Quote the logiciam Quisa. “'me do batter nly L6 esy the santenca snd &g
#poak 0ot about Laoguegs hut mbout the world One cas sitbay spemk sbout
lsnguegs. of aARout the world; but wnt abant botb at once, vasng language.
The purposs of langusge L langoage: there 14 oo usdorlying aigsificance.
Thua (¢t would bs polntlenn to hunt far acas vEiversal sigaificance wbich
underiies, and lioks, tho aat of poesible aliep labguagea. It would ha
Loarticulabla. opaque; ungreepable.

Apato =0AtDSr It be tbs wethemmtica) sysicm or the linguistic spates,
upparently canoot ba proparly aslt-descriptiva; caapot haow th 1w
autbonlicats themaalvesr Thay can only wanlifasl babaviour. Wittgenatein
talla ue this ea regerds 1 The A jan logiciam Eurt GHidel told
us fhie forclhly (w 1811 for themstica when he publistad ¢ remarkable
proaf tbat tbhe truth of arithmetic cuanot be proved withib arithmetic, The
atbavlogiat Gregory Bate applying concepis from cyboroatica to the problem
af tha neture of tooscicuanosn and the unconaclous, tells ue tbat "L, ae
We BUST baliave, tha total RIDS (s an Snleprated RAtworN...and if the robtent
at comsetouensss 1a caly = eampl af different paria and localities of
this metvork: then, Imevitably, the cobaclovs vies of the network -

#bals (m » mongtroue denial af the Luategratlan of That whols". Wa are
comacious anly 4t tbe oxpeose of being largely uc tous. € 1
16 & Boundary cutting through tbe coaplate circulte of total miad Abors,
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wilalbis for fpspection, are the arce of circuite. OF thean »s are “coasclous®.
Balow, invisibla, i(a the reat of the MLad, closad off from our kmepsctiom.
Conetiousmews t2os caly exiets by virtoa of Uncansclondamsu; the total sysiem
camnct be coascious. Porbaps we might aven maks a comparisop betwesn the
Coascious and Uacoosclous Mind on the one hand, and Chomsky's Surface Btructures
af Spasch,and Desp Structures. 0a the pther hand. Daap Structurea underils
2]1 our eurface manifestations of Lapguage. Bot iatrosyection will oewar
recover thum. ¥e caanat coasgiowsly tbink by meapns of thas., Apnd even the
leval of Deep Btrucrures is ao y resinvad tFom tna laval 0f Thooghr Ltealt,
Betvean tha world and Qur expr: jon of it ere tB0F a meries o interfaces,

P iy sble to consc . Our 1a an aotivity; aot

u proof of amytbing.

Thus we would sesw to ba cut off from cosmoiousnsss of Heallty By wirtue
ot tbs language which alaone bl us ta our and chink
abaut Reslicy. Thia asy seem peradozicel. But really it is mot sc eurprisisg-
Yar Culturs ¢ould oply ewsrge from Nature &y ap aat of cuttiag off ~ by allen-
ution. Tbie was the ORly way that COASOiOuUARAsS §0A wpanch could fawe ~ la
the act of pegatica. Ae Octuvic Pex pute it i bie book oo Levi-Btrewes: "1%
*ad tha tist ‘Ko' which met mav agaimat mature”.

The arigio of Imaguege 1o pegatlca 1s d1 d by Gregory oo,
A ainply uffirsation statemsnt about tha world cam oaly coma about after
1bp evolution of a simple negaties, darived Irom aniag) disylays 0f threar.
of lcnlrl epswn of Thiog from Nume possible.
Piaget polats our that 1 of the beai of
paural imbibitioo - for exemple, Ih. witbdrawing of one's band aftar one bas
atrarched 1t oply a certain dlstance towards and ohject. Also, se must build
Batte) meps of tha world ve are bofo into, by seans of coatrest, coapariecae
wod the separation of alsashts; 90 tbat the syotex of cegetiom is mirsedy
latent, too, i rhe plan we ere bora with for acquiring lotarsal conceptuml
®apa af thy eaviromaent. [t Ia mot, ke 1t pated, a vorld of "ran" daia tbat
wa ary bors Latc. Wa bave & Fch QEograsma £0r aatablishiag patterna im
Our euvirommeat already givas ganerically - avoiwad Chrough tl
eud canatreinte of our ecviromwent. Ae do Witteos. As do Bird,
ooment dictatese tha parulssibla plass of Ltaslf that we can learn.

Amother festue which way enforca the saparsation of Name from Toing, and
the growtb of Lamguage, 1a the fact [hat wa bussas racaivs myat of our
fensory inforastiod ip noe wodu, Jight, tut erticuleta 1t io emother moda,
Sound. Thy kiologiet C.B, Waddiagtop apaciulates thar speniem wshlch both
Process acd articulate iaformattos in the same sansory sode sighr rail ta
achieve this separarion; their world of comveatiobsliced sywholic torms would
for them bave ex ebeolute chsracter of Boral Authemticity abous it.
Bpscive-avtharity wonld sanotlon the ordar of tha warld, to aa g
ne 1t sanctloaed gocial or The wvorld would buve to be it 1e. Adlnce
tbe dolphine avd toothed whales are botb bigbly 1otalligent apd communicete
about tbe world in the sase aoda 2a thay perceiva it, Sound, tbis may be
cue of the rasecas wby ipvestipetors like Johs I.ill.y e bed such $3fficuley
1o pratiag chat tbwew ~r bave a g Couceivably it mey
tura cut thet lsaguege 1s & Bllnd slley 1F 1t dosa a0t operate 1o a differest
»oda from the basio S4BAOKY ivput - Gecruse it Casngb grow smtficiently
ahstract; caskot detach fteel? from tbe world far scough to bes ble to reflisct
o6 i1t. Alterzatively, dolpbipa aand cscbnlots aay vall kave an authestic
Lacguage - flexinle, open-esded end sopbieticated; and our difticulties ia
aven knomiog whatber tbey beve or not, efter yesrs of ressarcd (vitb all dus
respect to Robert Berle'a imagloative novel The Day of tie Dolphimt) would
be » falrly poor progn for aoy #lth aliany. A third posalnllity
La that dolphios 414 ip ¢ state Of Immsnme preparsduess for trus lapgusge -
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and remaim atuck ia ibat atage, loched 1o mo othical woine of Naws and Objact,
unuble to abacract, deorived of thm arbitreriness of tha linguistic aiga
1im Ssussura s jargon) which wakos sbaTrsclioD pomsible. And porhbpes thia so
a vital charecteristic of eny true language- ths mowment wsvay from Represnst-
Bklon to Arbitrarioeas, vhich 18 «t the eame tlme tha woparation off ot Culturg
from Nalure.

[t should =lec bs remombéorad that dalphiss snd whalos din oot evolevs
wholly lo the »e Put returprd to thm een, parhaps 193 mlillon ye B,
atiar ¢ life oo laod whora aighl obriously pley#d » wuch maré importast role
than It does for wbaliss toduy

At any rete, wvhatavar the anawgr to tha dalphin and whyla dlleoss we
<ap sl lesat way comfidantly \NAT elien 14nRUSRe? a4y divide up 10tC mame-
mcomory laogusges and fitfersnt-mcowory lamgusges  Acd furtbermars, thet
=y may well fisd 1t such harder to come tn gripy with the apmessnsary lang-
vages. Altarnatlvaly, mllen languages 9o ot divide up 1a thls =ay, mad proper
languages are obliged Lo be differsol-sessory

Octavio Paz remarke tbat whilv Langusge
Man and Thinge. at tha e lioe it algniti thy will to ormee this dLlskance.
Elpawhere he auye that Nature is not = aubataoce oor = thing, but a me
Naturé 18 & &aPAge ANICE Nature botb sende and veceives; apd Map 1s a samzn
io thia wemange. Th two vemurks sicike »¢ sm particulsrly istersstlsg
Por Ianguege. by thie visw, 1y 50 longar mcraly agmpthlasg thet bappens Lo
exlel 10 (N6 world, «nd ¥hose purpose 15 NO @os# thas thie. Language. om the
Contrary, 1» sowmething whichk hae cwerged from nature lo arfder to raturn to
the paint of origin and 1liymingte =aturae Aas Pax asya. “Nature ia wlructurs,
#0¢ OLTUCTure #ends forth memnipgs; therafore, 1t 1e oot poselbls tn eilence
the guestion atout waaming”. Well, whal tm It pasmible to may ecientifically
bout tbis 1dea that lam Ae 1@ a functignal part of tha dynamic of ocature?
That 1t 1s » meabs whersby oalure progresseively 1lTuninales and articvlatas
1tpalf.

elgpltias the dlatance betwasn

Without deitying Natura, let ua ask what it im im Hature thst lmpele i1
10 4and & mAesRge 10 jtaslr

Horée we come bmck to The prablem af self-descriptive syateme, which wa
have taucked ow Lm ctadbexlap ¥itb srithmecic, and <anaclou e surely
®@eet this problea too, ®hes wa comsidar the usivaras mm o tatsl syatem It
exlute - but [ sustslos Lt7 Wby should 1t De &4 Lt {47 T¥hat autheaticates
1t? s 1¢ pnamible to oxplain why and how « univerer cxieta, witbin the
1imitatione of tbi1as asme unlverse? Can tha univaraa lagialata for 1teelf
suthenticats fteslt, domcribm jteclf - wilhout qur balng forced 1o atep
ovtalda 1¢?

We ore now compelied, xa physicista are sow hoing compalled - witbowt
eyatic Of Mupare11rlon - to introduce Lhe fect of cODeGlouesaan
ucisotitic neceasnity iolo our description of tbe unlveras.

A decade ago. the physicist R.A Dickée polored auf that the right order
of lde ®ighin't be: Here la the Univarae. an t must Wan bo?7 bul rather-
Wera Ls Wan, 46 what mudt the Univarse ba? He basad hie revarsa) of the tred-
ittonal way of lonkiog at things oo the argussol that & Usiverse 14 quite
1itarally sasningleas In the sbewnce af aby ranesa aof that tolverse  But
Awarosass reguiros 1328 - whick requires the Presance of e¢laments heavier tham
Brérogen. Thaes caR oAly b praduced DY (hersonuclear cnokery iomids auna
awver = timo-span al weveral billian yaars. Tbis leagihk of time 1s owly
availadle 1o aunlverse tbe e11s of ocure Why. tborafore, is tbe Univerae mo
largo am it ia? Only thus, cam thare be l11lfe 1p 1t! So Dicke (and Certer)
arrive st tha 1dea of a"biological salactiow of phyaical conatraiuta”. There




1AW WATSON 18

appenza ta he a nuoerical relarionahip batweon the estimeted total wimber of
particles im the unlvarse. tbe vadius of the universs at 1ts saiinus poipt

af axpansion, the slze of an slesontery particle, ths ratio berwaan alectrical
wnd gravitationsl foress, and aeveral other ac-called "big nusbere”. Thias
relationship indicates a univerae where total size, particle alze, number

of particles, atreogth of gravity etc., are all lioked to on¢ enoLber struct-
urally - Auch 1MAt & Der cant dlffecence either way In coe of tbe castants
would produce sn vaibabitable cosmos, Why wre th values 1key are, in

the firsi place? Hov are thay chosan? They canpot be ipflukaced or detsrmined
by moy pravlaus ¢)de of the umiverde — if w8 accept, s pesws probable, thet
our upivarse wil) wltisately collapse ioto w Black Hole am underga probabilietic
acattering #0 that no lass OF coastania are preserved. RAatber, accordibg ro
Joba Whamler's vagarkahla suggestion, we sust adalt that ia scme strange vey
the upiverse i brought into beimg by tde perticipation of thase who participate
1a 1t

Alrasdy, Quantoa Phyaics compels us to aocept the pt of the Parti
wr » fundamsntel phy-]u:l. privciple rather than just = diftienlty ia cthe vay
of makiag very Perheap 711 Weeeler, thie i» ooly
the tiny tip of a xrut iceberg [ Quots. "Doam the uriverss alap derive ite
seaning fros "participetion’? Are we destined to returm to the grear aonaept
of Letboltz, ot 'pre-edtablished harmony®, before ¥e cam na¥e the pext grest
ndvance?” The Upiverse im not legislated from gutside. [t 1a not a statiscical
average of ather posaible univeraes. It 1a unique = cut of( redicelly by the
physics of grevitatiocos! ¢ollapmirom any other possinla usivaerses. Therefors,
1o ba m=hat 1t 18, 1t must briag 1telf ioto being. [t must lsgislete far
Ltael?; Lt suat describe lraelf. To quote John Whaeler agalm, "Are wa, 1o the
words of Thowa #ann, 'sctually bringimg about whet ta ba bappenlog?*
Are we deatined to return to the deep conception of Parmenides, precursar of
Sgerat wnd Plgtn, 1hat ‘whet ism...i= Ldentical with tha tbought that
racogoises 1?2

Perheps wa ave In wbich @se, thim cowpologicul) idam im of vital Impartance
to our concept of our awn, and any alien, languages - eimce lamgoage ie one
at the prime maans by which Nature rransmit maosnge to itself. And whet
wust this seesage by eboot? It can only be shayt tha datinkion of Nature:
which, balng defined, Lp enabled to exiast. So, will tbe various incelligences
thraughont the uhivar&s oaceasarily be compatible on some deep leval? W11l
they all necesmarily heve the eane generul project for consciausnwss? will
the ot ot thair 1 relate to one another, In some universsl,
general grenmer, Decmues 1t 15 the s¢lfswme Nutura that L1 are part of a
measags fron, and to? Altarmatively, cep @l) the lewgusges of th¢ unnlverae
be regardad ua repredenting difterent abages Ln the tranemission of Heture's
welf-de2ining message? Could tbare be « dynawic within lenguages, ovar an

t1 11 1 . having divided orf trow Nature,

returns to its poimt ot orl'u to Llluminate it? Can ws sapect & progreasive
revelation of khe nature of langusge Withia language - & growing reflevivencas
that mirrore the retlexivenses of tha toswos as a whpla? Thia say be a neceseery
evolurionary tendeacy w#lthla languages; 5o that we might expect the luaguages
of mora edvanced istellignaces to be progrempivaly lass “subcoasciowe’ apd
“opaque’ .

Well, thia may he the cuse. Nawever, talk of "necesaity” ip the compexr
ot evolution tends to eske people nervous But bare i3 wn avan grassar
exawple of Kecesalty, How can the loltial value data of our ¢ wmos, which
1ster »ill onke life poesibla, conceivably be detarmisad by snecthing wbich
anly aviess billlans of years laler - oawely 11fa? Por this is what =¢ puggesc,
by imvoki & “participatory” universe. Naw, [ think chis problem dieappuars
if we reconslider Time ltaell. Pernaps =» are wistakep to think of tha Uslvarse
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as dovelopicg from a0me tlme Lh Lhe paat -~ »here it s)) "elarted” - towarda

acme time $p tha future. whers it all "scopa”. For oke thiag, we sight be

quite unable to locate a epecitic etart or end-poiot - using Tios sa the pessure.
In hiw book Bleack Bolea:the End of rhe Universe, John Taylor of Londow Umiver-
ity suggests that tiwe may be proportions! to actiwity; thus. tiwe will distend
enormously as we trace backwards 1o the first conds Of the umiverse - the

time of the Big Bang, wben the BajoriLy of activitry otcurred, Likewise,
towarda tha eod. Time will gpprowch infinita durstico at sither end, froa

the viewpoint of an observer in our umivarse Tiee will bacome maaningl
jamessursble. Indeed, time nay be only @esolngful within thy processes of

w Universe, bot ¢snoot ssy aoything sbout the upiverse as a whole. For the
total guiverse, there may be no pessege of time ot al). The UNMIviree may baest
be regarded as « totallty thal la sinultanecualy, and Nerassently, preaent

to itaelt. Thara ¢4d be ov avarsll row at tim Thus the futurs sod the
paet may ludaed dsterwine one anather. recipracally; and the Universs <ap he
veli—determined by ite contentm - even i thesa comtemts only aanlfest ihem-
selvos ot & apecific local tima 1o lta hlatary trom their own poipt of view

30 we are approaching a “goal-directed” view of the Unizeras. Some kind
of "gola-filrectyd” wiaw of evolutlom im implied, o Noe, this 13 ao jdup
thet Jacques Momod for cune, ip Le Hamerd @t l1s Mecesslite. finda offepsiva and
uEsclentiflc. Accordiag ra Wasad, we wuat guard agaiost the f
evarything ram) io the world i« elso vec ¥. vooted ip thbe v
of thinge; tbat ¥ap is pacuesary, tbat ) 1e aecessary - even ihough life,
being goal-oriepted by definltian, appears to tarry 1t oen inbullr neceaslty
“Deqatiny i3 ¥ririen as and mbils, 201 byfore, 1t bappecs,” writes Nonod.

The unlveras = vhole waw Dot pregnant with lile. Life axists by chance
Na. Lty mey rafniorce the initial lucky chence - but there was nothing nec-
6Ty mbout thet chance 4 totally blind proceas can, by deflaitton, lead
to viwiop - purely by accident.

But, even Igoor the 1des tbat such terme i bafare™ and “'after” may
be irrelevast far & aisultanegualy-eilaliog, omcipresant umivarse, lat ya

1dor the 1 1tsels. 1t tekes 10 wiputes to produce a
ailngle bacteriel csll: from DNA to live argabies. Durlsg thls twenty alnutes,
about 4 million puclwotidae bave to be “'read™ apd ir Lated 1010 proteins
apd so forth, wirb closé tu terd arrar. Thik ig i rkable ewough, But
4van anre remsrkable iw the problem of hHow tbis gigabtic eequeonce vss ever
arrived at. The DA solecula that carries the cade for the simplear hactarins

preseats ocne o; asa mun out of mare Lhao 10 10 ihe pow 1 willioms

altargutives (10" Only the tiniest fraction of these could have
beep testud st randow by nn.ﬂa during the total tims-span of rha ubiverds
to date 6o Thsra bas k0 ba yase bisrsrchicel priwci of organigetion st
work: goom dynemi¢ of pressure and constraiats on tbe basic phymicel end
chemical level rhsr leads, rathab rapidly, towardd living matter.

How 60 tollections of martar praduce rhale ove internal dasoripriona?
How dosa livipg matter describe i1tmslf, io order to perpetoats itaelf? Are
geoetit imetructions eimply ordinacy soleculea? Mo, they are more. Thbeay are
ordiuary molaculiss sndosed with syeholic prupartie; 1t 18 Dot the atruciyrs
of salecules such, but the 1oterasl ealf-isterprémtion of tbwir etructure
ayubols taat 1 the basls of lifa. But ehat avdows thes with this syabolle
praperiy? TWhat detyrmioap that they shell function as Laoguage?

The anaver, 1o the words of Amsrican bigologist Howard Pattae, im that this
corsequence of ¢ coherest met ot conatraipte with which tbey ioteract”
Racent developmsats $n theoratical hiology - in particular the work of Rene
Thom, who haa sppiisd concepts from ropology (tha branch of catbasarica which
tanee itpal? with the counactednees of sheped)- Sakes it posdible to bemin
to explaln how the intaractiona of ths vniverse cen dictate eyavolic properties
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to matter; and in a0 dolpg, bring it to life Tha publication of Thom's

5 1ite Structurells st Morphogeoose: Ewsai d'ume theo yanmrala dex modele
wam revinwed io Cogland ee the vDly DOOK CoNpArable In 1Bpect (o New(oh
Principla. Apd ideéod, Tom's theory of the neceapary forap which ars
eriatic of our universe, and which #3l] manifesl thadeelvoa Inexorsbly io mny
@orpbologica) process whalaver (whethrr thia i1a biological - or geologiceld)
18 4 daring and radical concept, tbat 1ipke up with the coamological mad
limguietic quemtiona we have been mmbiog.

ct-

For Thoa, Isngusge io an inleroal reprasentstion af sgeca In the aind: »
Bymbolization af ths envirgnpent »0d Of “1es CatA®LrOpheN pbabomesclagiques”
OTCUIESDE OCCUrriog withis Lhim space. 1 guote: “J| me amsble difrlclls de
Olar qu’avant Ia penacn comcrptun L1 » exlste, 6t 1) 4nlate 4vcore cha
1 bnmae, dellleurs, ube penses spallsle qui realise lr controls de tous oom
deplacemenin dane } pace; or 1a) comtrols Laplique aece lreaent une
roprosontation cerebr coRECLADtS Ou DOL, dv I1'espace oxtarieur de La
Mecanique. Ep falt, ropeloos-lp uoe fais pucare, via na aa Concuit gurre
Bao» une representation Lotcrone da [‘aspace amblabi, la Coepelltioa pour
1 zapacs stant L une des faleracticos biologiguea loa plua grimitiw Quelle
ewt 1a ronctlaa primitive du lmogapr * Lu fooction primordisls du Labgeps
€4t dé trapacrive ¢ous (Orme ble per 008 org loa cutastroghs
phosomanploglques do sonde extericur...“@Follawing on fram ihia hom slagantly
[ ya=® thé géometry umdarlyisg varicue langusge etrustures, wbicb Lm his
vlew mre opcs to the aeos= Nind of anslyeis worpbalical evénla Lo blolagy,
ar zigsashers; fot lbére are only = certsin oumbar of auch pnesible eveste.

81 & subivérsal topological prisciple  (Thems (dead of & YaBLICUed ausbder

at mathematicel “solhar Blrutture” ) Llucidentslly, aoe that the group of
structuralint msihemnticians who publish under the pesudooye of Nicolas Bourbak
18 slaa pursulng vigorowely.)

Thus Ues reflecrs Reallty. Laogumgeé reflectm Lha bamie ahap ot Natura -
and thess ara » auwceptible ta mathanntical asalyels. Thom evea goes ao
far mm ta say: "La vislle Ibaws do 1'Homwt alérocosme raflet du
garde toute se valour: qul connalt 1'Homma compalicra 17univars™. (2)
he writes: “1 balive that la biology thers exlst forbal atructur:
geometric entitiea, whleh prémcribe \be only forme which a dynemic aystam
Of 4uto-rapraduction can pragant 1n & Ziven enviroosent”  And thw
he esintaing, e of Lbe table of the clementy Sadiuo snd Pot
liecavse & torosl mtructura alresdy extated, carreeapending (o tbal

S0 wa srem to be WOYINg 1n the directian Ofbeing wble to talk of =
topoligcal Aruomer of the univerac - wvhich reflacta itaalt in the grammara af
sures

actus] Tanguagas. flare we say Chat these sade LRiversal conatalots, pr
and neceseary fOrms sust roflect themeclves Lo any langusges anywhare in
the ualveres?

Well, Thom ie very carsful (o aay 1het hia “foresl etructures” ar
“gaonatric entltiss™ only prescribe particular faras Lo a purticulams

(1) "Ae | ses Lr, $T semwe difficult to demy th bafare conceptus) thought,
thars once sximtad, and ati)l does exiat 1n Man. a spacial thought wbich
coatrnla | our eovemcais in spuce Such todlrol nocemmarily tmplios that
the brala = & comacious OY umrgEacinus pigture of the space ovialds esch-
anical movapent. [b fact, to repeatl this io, we cun mcarcaly cgnceive of
li1te thout wa Lnterns) picture af aurrgunding spaca. as the ~ontest for spasce
is owe of the moat prieitrive af Wiclogical (DUBraciions. ¥het im the primitive
tunction of languege? Thia 1a to transcribe the phaposepalogical svents of the
external warld Lnto a comsunicable form to be tramnmittsd by cur argena."

{2) '"The 01d 1eage of Han 2o » microconm reflacking the macrocosw retaine it
valus: bhe who knowa Man e»1l) koow Lhe universe.™
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How dilfareat, theo, wight be the forms - both morphologicel end :iogulstic =
that might ve prascribed for elian byisge? Perhaps they might be wo dlfterent
that there wouls ba bo compatibility bdatween us aod 1hes.

What 1a meant, however, by a “particulsr eaviroament“? Doss that mwen a
parricular planet - & Juplter as opposed to tbe Karth, = Mercury as opposed
to Juplter? HRardly! The partigular we ara with ia surely
the particuiar usiverse wy bappen 20 be io, the ooiyerse whome motbar mtructures
preacribe tbe axiatence ol Scdius of Pot jum  We bave evary right to
assnae [heae elements eniat 1o the seame fore 3a we knov thea, (n tbe furt
Eelaxias.

Now, to return to ths point | raised earlier. | mentioned that all humsn
baings poesess n common ssruet in veaning besed on the blological systams
of emotiona) and purpoaive bebavlour they all ehere. I asked whather aliens
would display amotiongl and purposive behaviour mufficiantly pimilar ko
provids some community of oegning bitwden us wod them, Well, if latguage
isvolvee “une cepr 1 brals, + ou nom, d¢ |‘espmce
enterieur é¢ 1a Mecanique"Q-und 17 the pressures and copstralnts of tbhs
anvirzanmeal prescribe certain proper forms moi omly fay biolagy, but almo
for 1olellecrual structures. thers say = a chance aof bility
on the dewp level. The poeaibility, perhmpa, af an Eaparmnta of the neceasary
forms 1avolved 1u physicel and 1otreilectus) developuent. Tbsaw would determine
1be deep atructure of kmowledge of the Betag Deriving from this, ip response
ta the paryticnlar savironment, wauld be what Robla Fox and Lloral Tiger calld
tha “biggramme 1k& Darsditery bialoscmlly-basad patterns of bekaviour,
including tbe plan for the ecquisition of actus) lemguagee. Than, on the
aurfaca, wouvld be the lengusges thewealves, in tora they ted
thamselves: by sound, by geatura, by patterns of 1ights

Tou may objact that 1t ia a hopalese task to presume we could unpick thess
warious lsyera. You may aleo ohject (hat, once baving unpioked thes, we
might find that even om chy despedt level there wat ahnér Lacoogruiry.
Particle pbysiciets arv mowadays coming to tbe reluctest comcluvivae that while
thare Ilp a regular underlylog matbematical structure to Kature, Heture does
aot hovaver proparly obey Lts own laws In the wards of fteveo Weinberg of
Herverd, “[acranaiagly, it i Dalieved thal ke aymmecries of nature are 1o
fact sxact, but they :re¢ eymmet ot tha maderlying field aquationa, and
ara aot obayed by tbs molutionm to these squuticns”. Ba live in ¢ umiverse
which oply epproxiuately corresponds to the (orwal structerse and regulations
thal permit 1t to exist. The same may be trus of the met of alien lLabau 3
Thay nee velgtad, yesa - via the biogramear, ta an underiying seil of neceasory
torme. But oply spproxigmtely ao. There will always remain a fundamentsl
uncartainty and ssbiguity - correeponding to tha docertaltuty with which the
unlverae oheyas it» awn lawa! This may turn out to bs the case, But that is
Ba reason for Aot purauing Lhe idea of sn allep linguistice

To aus up, we muat be prepared to antertainc the 1dea of a self-cresting,
falf-oxamialag coamom, 3I& which 1ifs in somebow involved 1o the very procasssi
which bring It iatp bheing 16 the fivatr place; and that the naiwre of life's
lavolvement 1e, ia the brosdest asose, o Llioguietic one: 1ts dosble role of
Bassege and observer or seasenger. 6Gince labuage evclves we wuet almo
wateartain the ides thet of 13 to some extent
determiced by the demends of this participstory role: wad furtharmors that
language may t#od evalutiomarily to yield up mors of its waturs, oo thet 11
will cow day be powsible to reprasast ia Language that whick i3 mirrored in
language. Or, that thie is slreedy possible, elssmbara — in laoguages which

(3) " Tha conycious of uMconmcloys picture that the brain sakes of space
tuid b )
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wa would ther(ora hava grast Oifficulty In cowprebeading But, theo egain,

such "Ldan) Temxusg#s™, +hich articulata Auslity, might be quitc Lmpossible -

1D tbe samé peradonical way ma Lhe univerme has to tragk 1tm own rul ia

ordor ta oxist The 1daal pattern only ganaretes Epproziests realitlse. And

this spproxiamta featurs le Ipherent Ip the aeturs of thiags. The $0ee of

@ usiveren pulling 1kself up by 1te o#D bootwiraps. Ln the way I have oullinad,
pousEdAt aDa(baPs. AP Pisger pute i1 lo book L Siruclur 8,

be subjgct camool be the a priori underpiosisg at » fioiahed pnnl-rlnr

sericturet o thar, 1t iu & canire of actiuity. 4ad shether we avhatitute

ng” or 119" or eye “‘cosmce™ for ubjeck™, tbe argudent
The COSEOD CRODOY RUNSratn Lieelf. Amd pet, siran

remgins the same’ .
it musc do

And Englisb matbematiclan, G.S5pencer Bro=p, bua srittes a book called
Lana of Porm, ib which be developa ¢ loglc (0 daecribe thia silvation: &
ligi¢ for “operatians 1akiog 16eir owo resulls a» base™. Ria logic domands,
to oakes thiw poesible, » uoivergs which 14 20 conatitutad as to examine itwelf -
wbich dividee up imta Obsarver «od Observad. Jov, 06ce BARID, wa
“Ith B partiCpatory volveérse: and It ta anly & participelory uplr
pétorate dtaclf. Neverthelees, Spoocer Brown amys, we mre faced 1o euch
» univeras with the situation of adog rhaslog {ts owo t1aid “1n reapéct of
its own Inforsation, the univeree Buss #7pand (o epcape the talaacopma
IDrOUKh which we, who wre $t, mre Lryibg to Capture 1T, hich is up™

Whataver (M@ cutcome of the.

apeculstions, 1t amgas indipputebls that

=6 are wilneawing nowsdays a puc ry comvargeocs of whet used to ba regarded
the most diverse ar at kaowledgn: Phymics, Cosmalogy. Biole Matbematice,
Lagic, Linguistice. Each im ncedad naw to Lhras 1ight an the fumdameatal
probleas of ihe oihers amg thle convergeace - which demsods mome highly
epeculslive "leapu 1010 the Beyood” - 38 «€lac momathisg which ths Sci
Pe11$06 Jmsglustioo cad aod ahould explore. THe prablsss of t =orid bars
aod now are urgent - Lhe¢ #aciml, mcouoaic, ecalogical prablems; and eciencs
ficlion ahould deal with theae At the wame (lee, 1 Lhitk (t wusi find & way
aof deal with there eplatenclogical prabless Par wcicoce ficllon (e &
11taraturs of the Feyond. am mell an g lttevatura of tbe impact af chango o
Mup It deais »ith 1ba Regand In a himtorical acoae: tbe Puture, thal Lm
rapidly bacowiog the Preasbt. [t @ual 4lec Gsal ®ith the Hayond af knawle
tbout laaing louch with a ecoms of Lhe socia) beae of Man. shase ksomladge
thia La. Par, jJust as we ave here making our world =ad out soclety, eo In
another sepae me o7 angaged 1n tha making ot the univeran thraugh tha
wbich 14 al the root of our 8oclal Being: our languspe.

-~- 1an Watmom
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GALAXIES by Oarry N. Halzberg <Pyramid: 1973; 31.25; 128pp)
fevleawed by Andrew Tidsarsh

Let me make it clear, froe tbe start, that | love ferry Melzberg's work.

Hue, WOAE receat novel leads se to doubt that he will ever writs anotber
decent atory. Wag? [ 00 ool dielike thim book, though 1t ook we ebout a
fortnight to tiniah ic. Nalaberg writea well, he ¢ be 1a gocd. Yot tbers
i4 bacenth tha surface of ani & hlat of desth. ¥Neltberg Ls leaviog, oay
alrmady (for what do [ hmow of Bip peracas) 117e?) have'lefc.

The hero of thid bovel, tf I may #0 atSguatize am estroovomical feavurs,
14 ¢ neutron wtar, lacuted mt the heart of a black galaxy. By eomwe unfortunate

averpight {such that 1 det ot agoetic radiation do
aot register gravitati 1 . p, Skipatane, bas plunged

into th1a gelaxy, and has apparently beentrepped. But Skipatona's besutitul
pliot, Lema Thomas, knows that cecape 18 possibl eba cun gaar the phip

up ta tuohyoalc drive and leap, through some mystericus level of space, to
safety. Of courae, the mpplicatioa of rhe fastec-tban-11gbt drive wigbt
destroy tbhe upiverse.

Lenm Thomms 208 00t maNe her deciaion gqulchly Sbe 1e copetreinad from
mttion by the fect that her wmhicla carries, 1n Lta bald, the frozen bodies
of tive humdread wnd fifteen desd men. The desd B2D are rich son, ssarching
for revival; asd the Skipsto e boilt so thar they might banatir Zram
beipg eTposed o the unkao¥p radiatricas of deap syace. Bowsver. siter
<omsultatlop witb sevaral ogborgs, p 10ed by the 1 Bursey, lens
dode prese the relevant switch Melaberg does aot specify whut bappens,

Ne ia frigbtened.
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My epprecimtion of thLs novel ¥up DArred by tbe realisetios Lhat $t 1a an
sallegory. 1 w»il) nat explain Lhe slegory, othor than to amy thet the Bleck
galaxy 1a a repressntation of af {the flled of snosavour). / 1s tbis right?
Dose 001 the Skiparons répres#nl st and the bluck galexy reprasent the field
of literary endagvour, 1pot whick =f bae accidemtally fellen? MNo. 1 lbiok
not. The Gesd meo aro quite Mappy to slwy vhers they a anly Lang v
(o Lraoscand pblivios. Turs, Walrherg does satiries i typs of af
*0ul0 heve foumd tavaur wilb Jobs ¥. Cawphel), mnd admils that tha 1= oot
wrillng anovel, omly ootes towarda » maval. Byt, aingled =1tb theee iotestloos,
ip the (nteatica 10 say ferdwall, <¢nd to axplain vhy hé foelw that uf is na
Jonger a £iald in which urigimal work 3a possibla.

S§f, we n gunra, 1e almost fifty vears o'd. Mumy cepable writers bave ueed
tbe gesre Lo €apress (bosr artiatic vistous. Olber wrilars have uaod af,
¢npacially during the ora af the pulps, =p & »0urce of sulrageous adveoturss
&t im pom gainiog pect, becoming = braoch of litoraiure. Yet, tbrough
tbe yeéara, ma oue has been able ta may what =i reelly im and the m tiom
“1f you have to s you'll never X5ow what 1t 1" supposedly jualifiaa the
lach Of & dafimitiop Bul how can we love sf if we don't kone whut it 1a?
Tha anewsr 1s that ws do hwow, apnd =s have kEown sjace »¢, as chlldren,
discoverad Julus Varpe (as 1 61d) or Edgar Rice Burroughs (me 1 didn-t).

The tault of wuch moderm-dey scicoce fictice im that it iq still apulded

ty cbildish persceptiops, mtill the product of m childimm ® Of =onder”.
Melzberg, end sevare]l otber fiaw writers (Tom Diach Le = purwonal fawourita),
réslimed thim and hava (riad 10 chango the dirsction io whith af 1a maving,
triev to helt the pilde toward oblivion. Ovtraged »a1ces have cospluined

that whel M=libarg writes 1a nat af aod does oot deserve Lo be placed
sloogeids the work of &ndre Mortom, Jokn Norean, or Lip Carter. Malizbarg has,
coresquently, bsen preesurised; the desands af the commercial sarkat bave
forcét bim 10 racoadidor his dacimion ta be a acience fiction writer. la he
right? le he mrong?

He La right. The futura bealth af science fiction Lles with writers who
%0 not belimve that the universa wpa created by » acienca fictinn writ
(a polnt which Walzberg @skeo on punes 34 and 35 of Galaxies - tb imploaion
&t 1be noutvon mtar croatad the usivarse, and will eventually deatroy Lt).
¥o shauld pot ba tnn pad that ¥alaberg 1a retiring, though we may wish to
cry tor a fos minut. Othar wrilers mre smerging who will, | am cartain,
he able to 80 what Malabers tried and (atled to do.

Faresell, Barry B, Fare wall
(28/1077h)

STATIONARY ORBIT by Patar Macwy (Dobson; £2.50; IBdpp. 18BN @ 234 77121 &)

Reviewxed by Chrie Worgen

Ad & gepar rule 1 a® agalnsl reviesing bad af, op tbe priocipls 1 had
publicity {m a1il] poblicity, but wery fonmlly » baok app which in
9 bad that 11 desarves to be eade an oxample of, in tha bope (vain, prabahly)
tBat auch rutbiab will be peither writtan Ror published (m Lha foture. Buck
» book 1a Bisticnery Orbit: so awful io euery way that 1 am unebls to tiod =
#ord 1o may ib ita defeoce.

14 Ln get in the present day =t an wnmpécitied Eogliek univerelity wbere
&b $pteratellar communieations project 18 belpg st up  The eole participsnta
are as Ivagcibla old prot and am extr ily malve grad ntudept .
(This 18 told w8 1L [he Idum im coapletely orizinal, with aever a mention orf
Projoct Oemn Or any aimilar programmes.) Of course, resulia come very qulckly
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deopite a pininmum ol ¢qulpment. Communication ie establlahed with an eliso
thapatical genlus which gpears to be in & “aratlanary"” (synchroncus) orbit
arvound the Eacth. 1t 1» soon taught Brglish wnd 1ts ipcredible miod (whlch

it claior to uas directly for raceiving and broadcasting, without the need

1or apy radio cooponants) 14 put ra work aolvlog varlous mathematical problems.
The latter eecalate until the Chencellor of tha Exchaquer, no lesx, comes to
muk the allan to balanca his budget.

| assume that most readere aver the age of nine will give up in disgus
by thia stoge, but Mr. Kacey's plot grinde on snexorably to Its truly unbelisveble
conclueion that the “mlieco” im in fact & dophin in a pool, clode to the
university. Row about that for ap origine) t{wist? |1 sball druw = Yeil over
tba graduate astudent'as lengthy, palofully emberrassing end sstonlshingly
unsuccesxtul eRcounters with the oppooite pex, whilch @cupy sbout « third of
the book.

Hate Lheae brief poaints. The noval ie e¢ined st edult reeders At ho
timm 1m it balievable. The "characters™ are an Lasult to the cardboard from
which thoy have been 3c ingptly backed. The entlre back ia an insult to the
intelligence of readers of any age.

It 19 svident from the text thet Xr. Mucey has mevar previously written
any 8f, or ramnd any It is equally avident thwt he hoaws nothing about
present-day studenta, or universltles, or iInterstellar copmunicstioos projecis,
oF goweramenkt, ar dolphins, or the = ing of fiction. So do yourseltl @
favour atd svaid thila book llke rthe plague.

OEEP SPACE by Eri¢ Frank Bussall (Dobsan; ©2.75; 24%pp: ISBN 0 234 77037 6)
LIKE NOTHIHG OM EAATH by Eri¢ Frmsh Ruasell (Dobson; £2.75; 155pp, ISON O
234 17109 B

Raviewed by Chrle Worgsn

Back in tbe mid-1960a, when I had been reading af for ten yesrs and thought
thut | knyw al) there wes to kngw sbout 1t, I used to grade 8¢ authora in
leagus toble fashion. Since then my test buve ¢hanged and héw writara have
aclipsed Lhe ald untll ooly one of my l'lvouritos trom that tips remalne 30:
Erle Prank Ruassll. This ia the more ¢ when one iders that
Aussell's output over the lust ten years bas been almost nil. Is hie wark
really s readable today (one might ask) as it was Flreen or Lwenty yeara
ago? My anawer 1 a conditional “Yes™

These two collections {(Of nine snd six stroiem respsctively) are old.
Detp Spaca lé¢ & facsimlle of a 1956 Eyre and Spottiswoode volume. with pome
tta contenr ?lfreen yeays older than that; Like Nothing On Earth im newly-
emblad from storims which eppesred Lm Astounding In the 1980e

Givan tbat Russelll bas & predilection for "allen and spaceship" themes,
whare technology is often o vitel ingradienc, ir 14 nat surpriaing that some
©f bis sxtrapolations ard predictions have the bicycie elips »srill firaly
attached snlle othars have already been proven wrong. Bpecifically. he
ovarainpliZles routinas 1lke spmcecrafl manosuvree, end he makes littls uam
af computars, TV or rabotic devices, thereby laying himsell open to the
chargs of failing to keep up wilh tbe technology which wae contamporary =t
ble tiee 0f writiog. Thems tachnological “ervora” occur ip many of Rusaall'a
atoclad, but taraly do they =mpoil = stary - perbpas because his maim poiota
<comcern buman beings (or enthropovarphissd alimnm), wbose behaviour patierns
change far aore alowly than do the horizons 0f technology. [n m mimilar faabion,
tha vad #ends of Hars (Lo "Homo Sapa™ - Deep Space) and the Jade jungles of
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Vanus (in “The Tiuld Tiger" - Deep Epace), each complete with approprietaly-
buad aentlent » huve bgen ral d by science to the status of
teiry tules, but thie doe»r pot wake those mtories apy lesa abaorbisg - far ma,
apyway.

A pore smportant objection ot some of the $tories in these w0 volunes
18 no tuult of Russall over a gquarier of & century certain of Tha thames
and last-page twiets b bacoms hackneyad. It 1a a sort of coepliment to
AR QUTROY to deve his idsam used by other writers, but the proo tenas to
devalue tba origioal, dragging fusmell's 1wnovations down to tha 1.
cliches. I om 0Ot trying to auggest that Husaell way glways origizmel amd
Daver borrowed plots. Indewd, the ddam and Eve theme - surely old betore
Rosnall umed 1t - occurs twice in Dews Space. This might #1311 bave
been an acoeptabla theme in 1850, but twanty-fiwe ysars oa it 13 euough to
anke a® crioge: m pity, becsuee botb theee otorias ("Pirst Paracn Singular™
and "Secopd Genesls™) are beavtifully rold. Tarrsd apacs scoute landing om
pay-found vorlds are another thame cliche which occurs ssveral timee 1o tha
two aooke, and dampita the clever veye io which Russell bas twiated his plots
sbout thee thareis bound to he avBe CAnAURAT rafiftance om the pert of the
Teader to yat aRotRar spuce scout vessel thuoderiog down tbrough the
tirst paragrapb to wimge a hundred yard circle of blus vagetstian an yet
another Earih-rype alfen planet,

Moneaily though, my jotention i@ mot to kmock Eric Frank Ruessll. 1
capuot thiak of apy otber of writar whose aborr atories ah a4 brightly,
gen-11ke, up to thirry-flya years after their tiret app: Ove of bie
nwecrats Iv the nimple, casual writiog atyle, (po Tigtree-type intricacles
ov poeiic vord-calning & ]a Delany hera), 20 easy 14 rand bet mo difficult
ta write tgopiateantly. Acotéer L3 bie studied use of paychbalogy, together
with & pyapathersc concern far tbe probluma of his charectere, nouhere
berter exprassad than in "4 Lirtla 011" (Deep Space) which tells of the
<ircus clownp wbo im s4nt along {lacognito) to pravide light ewlief oa =
long space voyige. Rusanll dose poke fun at his crestiome, but siweye
with ¢ twinkle 1m hia eys. Ané 1t 15 pot alwaya the stupid alien who besre
the bruol (ms In vovele 1ike Maap and Next of Eln); La "Iato Your Temt ]1'13

Croep” (Like Mothing on Eartht) and “Howa Snp-’ (Dewp fpsce) it is tha bumsn
who im sbown to be stupld when compared to doge and camels{rapaciively).

Ot tha two collections, Daep SBpace 16 parginslly batter (apari from
those Adam and Eve alorlam) and 1a aleo & hundred pages longer that Like
Farthing O Earth for tbe eewe price. Both are well worth reading, though,
and oach has a clever jacket dealgn by Hiohard Weaver.

THE TTIME BENDER by Keith Laumer (Dobson; £2.75; 160 pp: ISBN 0 234 77241 1)
Revliawad by Chrla Morgan

Wiah~fulf1lmiat faniaslea are aften a pain 1a the seck, I euppose the heroes
4pjoy the lven - opce they've recovered from the scratohes and brulaes they
nimays seem to sustaln doring the fiFs1 nine-tenths of the story aud are sble
to wallow in tha happy ending But ae for the reader...anh, thia 1a shere tde
newralgla comes (n.

As | st typiog this I could wish 1bet the pile of raviews 1ready
typed and oa ity way to Chris Fowler, ar (mars to the point) 1 could wiek
for a couple of naked ond vubile femalws to appwar op the carpst of ey atudy,
but [ don’y bother ro wiah hecause 1 knaw neither la golng to come trus. 8o
wben, iéo the first chapier of a new Eeith Laumer povel, the young bero menagee
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t0 WMeh himaelf cuk af tbe preswnr day InLo o exisrencs populated maiply

by suechronisws, 1 migh aod protect wy veck from the draughts whiczh blow
through the holes ia the book's 1ogia. Apd when, hy tha end at chapter I¥,
it bacg ¢bvious thet the hero is pot going to be mllowed to wimh for
apything really sanaible {11ks suthspacla, suggedta By more aarcastlo alier
ogo), that be #11) have 10 battla through to the ladt puge before ha gete the
girl and that tha lavel of tbe humour i¢ oL goisyg to ri above kmock-about
tarce, 1 koow ¢bat the remsipiog eigbt chaptars ere going 10 be ball.

Do you really want Lo haer sny more about Lafayette U'leary’s sparedible
advente in the Kiagdos of Artesia? All right, then: Arteaia 3a b mlly
& wediaeval city-ntate with slectronle mccautremente. where the people spesh
with Grooklyn accentsa. The puluce comtsios coe middla-aged Ning, ona besutlful
priccess, ona ipmanely jealous courtier, ope beauriful chambermaid, ose palace
Bagicign (To Whow Thara a Hore Than Bceta Tha Eyp) aud a wever-emdiag supply
af rough guards - all the osuy! characters.

Towarde the eand Xeirk Laumer tries to 1Dpose some esort of loglcal frame-
Wor¥ oo this faiey-tale cheos by talking about probability faults and sxtra-
coatlaonl phecowens, but the book remsins & wish-fulfilwept fantasy from deg-
iotiiog to end

OTEER TIMES vol L 0o 1 (30p; publisbed by. noé avalleble froam, P.P. Layouts
Box A, 240 Camdan Aign Strest, Loodon WRI)

Nevliewad by Char Partiogton

Otber Tiawa av L, or if you will, N

® clrea 1067. & difficult megatine

to reviay for it fille s« with Incereatr and despetir Interest tecavoe 1'a 10
viewa aod wrpiretivos (if aot witb al) the conienta
t

rapport with cthe edivor”
of tbis firat lasua), despsir bacsuee it scews that the oRly Asgucinas t
sell muflclant quantities to Leep them coameroially vishla wry fuck booke

and FEL'4 S¢ience Piction Monthly.

ft 904l be nice to sey here that the daya of the litwrsry epeculative
wagarioe mre over, thusm Implyirg that thara bad Deen & pericd sheo a
1ika Mew Ror) sald encugh tapiouw to keep ite sditor/publisher froa the

upecira ot | sud fiacel bapkruptey. It mavar Huppanwed.

Moorcock's brilliapt New Woride staggered uncertasnly from one iasuve to the
next, only bis senec of pereonal cammitment kespisg 1t atloat But endugh
Daople know the bistary ot Hes Worlds, Oz and Frendz for It to he uBhscesgary
to outlina them herw. Yat glven that knowledge, 1E° s surprising to ess ochones
of ull three 1n Othar Ti

Comtributore? Mal De Jobo Sladek, Burry Malzberg, Bric Mottrmm and
Blaize Candrara. Sladak's “Asalber Look™ waa, for me, the beat pisce of fiction
in the 1ssce. Hie 3torise pever seem ta be fillyrw. his peculier vielons always
eatrance. Kot «o lor Barry tislzberg, Gustev Haeford amd A1kvl Ducornst, thelr

coptributions to thie firet 19sue were alight, wall writren But lacki L1
thing. parhaps Bled 2 styla and joternal powar. Ugl ope 18 fortuanate
wavugb to obtain oarwrtel like Ballard s "Tha siccraft DI tet” io Bposzen

0o 1, 1r°s extremely difficulr for an aditor to do wora th
#irection be wants the magazice to BOve towards 1o the fir
aftar all only publiek wbmt ke coaslders 10 he tha heat of the
recaivay, QOpe dilemsa 13 that de may wot be tistied with apy of 1t, but if
ke rejects everythiag - no wagesine., 4 Fact that should ba abvicys, but in

T auspect often torgotteo Wow msny rimes Rave you thayght “Skit, why 610 he
cus that?" Possibly the anawer wae out of desperstiorn.

Lndicate the
1

inl ke
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1'9 1ike 1o mipgle out the lavish port?slic “Lasi Dravings of Kal Deen™ am
being of pariicwlaz intarast, abd parbaps the coly thl ot rea)l coptest 1o
tha issua. ['m oot that the d Mal Deao left ua will survive.
Pyrbaps his ourpur #as too amall for him to lisve ®esa & wigniticent t1mpact.
Bet ¢ be continusd to produce there cam bs little doubt tbat he would bave
achlaved great acolals. Othor Times ma 1 (s worrh the Drics 3f oaly for the
N2l Dean partfolio.

1's pot goisg to Make ihe mistske of urgiog you to gv ov¥ mad buy s copy.
Thode of you wbo ere golug to buy & copy Wll) do so regardisaa of guything I
say. 1 Jmat hopa there's soough of you to Justify a eacomd iemve.....

WEEN ELEPBANTA LAST [A TEE DOORATARD BLOOMED by Ray Bradbury (Nari-Davla,
MecGibban; 1978; £2.78: 143 pp; IGEM 0 244 10828 4)

Reviewed by Briap Griffio

The alepbants come fram the P. I.n elrmo used io ths suooal cerpet-bmating
coremoby i3 the Bradbury. in fOresa Tawn, Illirpois,
circa 1938. To tbe poem (caa at --n-l, 30 publiakad i3 thig eollocum 1

of tham hliheeto uapublishad, repremevtimg Bradbury‘s cutput Ffrom 1084 to the
prament dsy) Bradbury mskes the B P tha lifa of
thy bumap Imag 1an, L fantusi Mt of the provais warld,
apd vondars thar thid bhuman imagiostioo is dot itsel? a thiug of the paet.

8t111 oo auvch days do beartbeats throog tbe town

Wasre alderwitch and tads

There toms exd ¢ 13 goae 1 18h with awant

Goad Tlas aut of the

Tas tepesiry of treeded hvarthwars woolen flueb,

Best Tiwe isto tha breeze and watch the billion fooifalla

81ft clouda inot the graaning Lnsuffarabls hasuty of youtuy trees?

Da old and yousg mtil) tread & common ground?
Laaving that questioo eside, Wiew Elephants Laat presents a auccesslop of tbese

g » coveriag ything from B y'a 9 dey

frant-lash to “far Casteuri”, Some of them are spperently trivisl, some
grapdiose; but what {mmodiately setm them apart fram the fantasies of ang
other 1iviag writar ia thale dhesr busst rast gnd werpibh, (Apd 1t‘e oo use
cospleiaing sboot the potorious Bradburiam meptimsntality: Like Dickeas,
Bradhury suat he smallowad whole, or nat at wll.} My own fevourite, parhaps,
i “Nrs Aarriat Hedden Atwocd, Who Played the Piswo tor Thomsa A. Kdisom for
the World'as Firat Phosograph Record, La gead at 105", In which Bredbury takes
Nre Atwood eud pleys with ber at some length, perforwing ever-more-fanciful
variatiops on ber ibese, until this worthy lady bas bacoms & univavaal symbal
of laportality, apd Thomas Xdisom part of ¢ vent, soprapersoval creativa
process 3a which we are all caugbt up.

fbe playad for Enlaon)
D4 Thomas makdd har talant ta bDegin.
8o sba be aad 1n the begtuning koev vo end.

I wouldn‘t like to say baw all thbis would etrike someana caming to Bradbury
for tha firet tims. SHowa poor devil 02 & majinatrass goat, reviewing Theo
Elephants lest for The Lisisper, epoke of trits semtiments, unbsarable rhyrhsic
monotoay, and wo £orth. Thia 1a le, 1ally 1o »

poet reviesisg thia scizuce fictiop versifier -ho wil) undoubtedly commsad e
large audiance, ubo tormal 1imltatioms are obvlous, somstises painfully ma.
Tha tretb of tbs matter is. that Bradbury (s ths wr]d'c reatest living
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smatayr poet, Hle verar Lz fucllud elwost entirely by en esthupiasm for
ciful 1oventlvnm; for the reet, most of the formst cursetisg is provided
by so all-pervasive lumblt motre, more Or 1oNa decedyllabic - the mstre that
first ancan to havo
ahich «t Dest baEtoma a uind of Elicabathan
1o 010 Amsb's Priend, and Friemd to Moah. Speaks bis Plece

worsr hss obviously ba acrived at by chopplog oft oll the definlte and 1odal-
inite erticiey 1o the mentence.

1t's elaa undeniable Lhat much of the re2onance of Bradbury's podtry comes
fros dradbury’'a osn pest wark; but | gon't thick thip 15 bis fault. The
hussn lmagiostion ¢ries out for Lhe kind of Lighl vurwe which cam uasxpectsdly
provide rich poctlc jomigbt - the kiod of thing Cheaterton or Kipllog otd so
well, Pyt thip Ning of peutry relies on very aimple. ckared buman caperiesce -
It le, LF you LIk®, 8a0teris as opposad Y0 zestaric poetry - amd atmple ahured
axperiénco (4 mowelbity e veom (0 l4ch Lh@se duys. So the anoteric pomt
4D wanls to bave bis vork publiskeéd musl tirat create thbe red resopances
of mip poatry. Thuy, Tolkat @kt verse exists 3n rolation to Tolkela'a
whola “eub-ccontion™, which provides « comsnn ground betwgen tho poot and him
sudlance

Likewiss, \hc comoan grownd we ahara mith Bradbury the boet ia to be

found 16 tha totslity of Brodbury's péat work For tootance, the lightsderk,
Sauth/North, waye/culd polarities enplored Io "The TSlog thet Goes by MIgbt,
the Scli that Lezes Lo the Saa® -

Then L bave oned of mus mod mv warméd Soutbern self
¥y right hand ¢elled trom naom

To wrestle with tha dark,

To ‘roap tba spldarad clutch

LGt 1006¢ my moul 10 brighier gesps Of Climes ==

ALl thLs tekea ua right back to tha title sLory of The Galden Apnles of the Sun
("South", amid the cuplmin), in nddttlos Lo recepilulsting the whale of Brad-
bury s past work. and maat of the nthar pocms work in aimilar waya, aometlince
11luninakiog our pant )itarary azparian, Of courne voliae ia not
@oTely rotraepectiva: Lhe pacws 1Dtoract with eech ofhar, bringing our dcatsaot
tbemeo aod sew lmelgble The Lhems of Besary 1 LT cames avt veéry cluarly,
for exanpla, coa thinke of the hroma‘s warde ta Rapmom lm C.6. Lewin's Qut of
tbe Bilect Planet. “A plesaure I1s Tull grows only shen It 1a remambsred.

You urc epomkiog, hmaa, sx Lf tbe plemsure wére oae tb1og and Lhe mesory
another. [t Im all ome tbimg. You aay you bave poots is your world. Oo they
nnt teach you thie?" (P B3, Pan edition, 1080) Bradbury dner, certsimly.

fut the easeotial Lhing is 1hls: we Kk where we are, thiz post's worid Is

oot m privete domaln; end the reault 1s good explsric poetry.

[#» abort moycs wbo Lo wlresdy 9old ok Bradbury *L)1 not be dleappo ted;
whilo thomé wha mres'l will readily poiot aul the Jumerfectlons - abo or twp
at the apparemtly trivial poamn Ly are trivial, thore ave clumsy hite
that aram tg have bess © cribad atralght out of & notsbonk, and thera Ia
ooe disaster, "CErlar, OI6 Student Ib & New Behool™, Lm which Chriatlap thenlogy
rotussd [0 Aubeit Lo Bradbury's faociful trémtwaonta

My Own pomitlap ks ¢lwar: wbeo 1 eal) Bradbury “the world s gredlast smetevr
pout” 1 msen just thai. Amatouriah he often is. Aod, most definitaly, groat.




The Celluloid Dream
Andrew Tidmarsh
Christopher Fowler

PLANET OP THE APES directed by Frasklin J.Scheffowr: 1948, USA

Tue attrsctica of thia £ilm is thet 1t femturee m ¢rowd of man {avd s Iwm
women) dresssd up ¢ spms and acting as though they were humans: talkiog,
taiaking, pretending to be ratlonal baings. I am puzclad that a film (indeed
u evries of films) covld be besed op & preeiss that ap epe mociety would

be aodealled, quite closely, on human apciasty (1 as daliberataly vague: Plaset
of the Apea ia nor a palitical film, is ot am atteck 0o either capitalist or
commyniet attituden). The fil®s relies oo the supposed eiwilarity af apes

aad humans.

A apace wablole has baes lgunched froam Earth jo 1873 with the iatention
of proviog or disprovimg a theory which suggents tbat the rate af progiese
©of a body thorugh time ls affected by the valaoliy at whieh that bady travals
IRrougk apace. The ouly way tbat thie theory cen be verified is for the
antyopauts {or TaEpuDAwta) 1a return to an Esrtb wbich has moved iato thalr
toruta (end imcidantally forgottep that they myen exiwted). Thie haeppecs lo
the file, But not bacaues the leplicaticos of test the thaory have boep
sorled ta & logical cosclualon. The atory allovs rhe aaifoBaurs to kaaw
that time an Earth 13 progreselug at a feater rete ¢hen time in tbheir own
apace vahicla, slaply (and wrangly) by placing reo olocks in tha dpace vehicle:
oue which wessurss ship's ties, apd one wbich mensures €arth tiwe. This i
an ldsocy. Tha clook vbhlch sessurea Bartdb tlme gculd only bs calibrated irf
the siorementionsd theory warva takeo to be fact wxd the exacti relstionship
batwaen the velocity through epace of a body and 1ts velocity through time
were kbown.

The yehicla crushas 1uto the &8s of &b woknawn planer, and tha crew, which
has mlept for eost of the jourmey, is roused by the mhock. The astropauts
learn that chay have moved approxinately two thousand years 1ato the futura -
yot ars only eighteen wontbe older than when they left Earth, The three man
1n the ¢rew discover that their mingle womau companion (this f1lp is noticeably
howmopbilic) has parisbad, sod thus suppose That they Ars the last Jiving
mawbera of the humsn race Thie is @ very touchipg moment. Portunately the
nental bewlth of tha man la 0ot affected by thesir parcaptions, and thay are
wble to struggle from their vahicle with seversl pachages of useful equipment
and food sufflossat far thres days.

The plevet i» lifls epparently aterile; ita landscapes are barah, rem-
1nissent of the canyops of Esrtb cerved ont by the willevis long pae
riveré. The sen walk, and telk bapafully abour thameslvas, They discuss
the reasons fOF 1halr Saclaion to voluntear for a flight inta the futur
18to obliviop, but eren't quite mhle T eaplein why tBey ¢boge to lamwe Eartd.
They bhegin to haliave Taat they bave chosso to #ie. Then thay find a tiny
plant, 1hen & tree, an grovs of trees, um watarfall, a pool of clear, ¢ol0 warer.
The sn awia aad laugh, and exjoy The liviog thiugs wbich will mave thom
trom death (and the husan race from extinction).

k13
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Hul the m6D 3ra DOY €looa. Other Wusan-11ka beisgs exist om the usksown plaoot.
ars =twpid, mute, pre-tachnological, peacatul. When a mbrill
»rreaa eouade acroas a £ tad vallep, tho mule humans are fustifilably terrifled.
A band af agustad and mrued gorillisa sppras and tha fili loveotiveasss
collap An intereatisg situsiion is sabasdonad becauss af the need to latro-
duce civilised, ombs mingly buman. apes. Mos would the astrooscts Mave
coped witb crostures to wbich they woru rolated but to which !bey werd aubtly
ditforvot? The fllw just could oot (acé oucdb & difficult thess (and prasumedbly,
peltber could thé covel, Bonkey Planet by Plerrs Soule, upoh #hich the (11

la based).

Garilles, cb , and urs the around which ape
society han boem hullt. The gortllas srs stupld asd brut tho cbispaozesd
are docilo apd Inquisitive; tho Durangutans ero calm and authoritative. But
(be atructure of the ape eocioty im ool Jucldly mrliculete, amd ovcas wérely
to be a talot pasiicte of humao macsoty. Of cour . aod slwpllistic,
revarsul of tbhe rolee of ape sod bhumao im u
18 the 111 = woet uostiractive
facet  Tbe 1dsa Lhmt « human balng inforior L0 sOwG, »m you umwst,
€remtura could muraly have boen treated In @ ooro intélligest fashion.

/ Ot course, the tilm was not imtended to by an exirspolation of & po
worely an exploltation of mn Impomaibility. | cerlefuly do not baliers

thal mpea ¢ould ever be woro humam tbal bumeos._/ The proliferatica of the

ApAs filme sugpusle that do mut 1o hoow I1hat weo are oot perfect, tkough
mupportera of the mub-guore {for vaal of » beltar Lerm) migbt argue tdal lhe
apprecintioo of the filma I» eo Lmdicatioo thatl we mres ble to Isugh 4t ouraslves
a5d at ur pretewnioms af grandeor. 1 diemgres [F ve laugh ab a FL1B that
kries (ua Plane( of tbs Apee obvicusly doca) 10 ridivule bumas bologs and @

eay that thay are BEupid and wrw eatroylom tbeir wor1d wod ought to cars aora
turas and Iese about themselves. wa ara Igooring tha trath
rtions, or, at besi, sccepting that thay ara of minor conasguence.
Planat of the Apsa would haya haan mora affactiva IT 1t had baen loms blune

and 1¢ Lt had acricusly ettamptad to show that an apc saciaty might exist

wh1Lch aved little or nothing to prament-day human saciet! But the Aps

tilms Buve beed wod are belug sucresaful; iL doud dal tter Lhat [ wbould
6bJect Lo them

billey,

%c could lrarn many thinga from the Groat Apos. Earth im th
well e> ours. Yot wn ignove them, or force upon tbom the dublous privilege
6 tciiug a8 though tbey woro humans. ¥a ars wromgly conviacisg ourasives
that buMed huiBne ars iD mvery rempmct hettor tham mpoé Dur hebaviouws Le
1dlerous  ABS cur leox-matsblisked belief tbat apea are ridiculous, snd
ah00kM bs lwughed st wher thoy act am we act, leads ue to toick that Planat
0f the Apwa doms pat criticime cur_sbortconisge. The intontioms of the film
weTe and are lavdable: mmdly, we / or | bacause of my upbringing) ave unable
t0 (rust it serioualy.

Tho r1lm‘a rinal ¢ 38 & Crnahing, polgnant dia
ert that Hem Yo & the ambodimapt of tbe Ampericas Or
for evar. IFf only tha rapt af tba FiIm bad been po gond®

of those who
ad =311 g0 op

= A T. 121171973

BUG JACE PARMITER - A Review of BUG, direcied by Jeanant Awarc; 1876; UBa

1 etich with aciance fiction becausa | Ballave that it 1a scmething that can
push ue towards the futw and halp ue o loas our faar of changa But 1
hava besn di Inted. 3f ha nothing; ovom tha genre's recent
Teepoctability Ls not as isdication of & Atep forward. “'Literature” 1a o
trivial gawe which acadamica play - and which | gn along with horguas |
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an "aducetsd” and “ecpblaticalad” porscn. ¥et »f Offmra m plispse of somotbimg
that T wisd 10 #82: tha proentinn af intelligence as & vItud mpd wat » vica,
All oL endoatoure are detarwined to avoid ar mogsts comcmpts which drag
thougbie Iro® minds, sinde from the meturity (apotbs boredow) of 1he past.

1 @ovad iont London at the and of Judy 1973, aftar & period ib isclatiocam
s0d .1 " 1mmodiately 1bat Lowdon waa » placa [ could bm
#otyrtaioed in io u varlaty of 50, braskipg a loag pericd ot abslineuce,
| como to ene & film. [ cboac well: S0larle 1a remarkable - iotelligent,
provocative, jooxplicabley, / [ don’t protend to und tand vhat Les Or Tarkovaky
wvars maylisg or trytog to #3y. But oolbipg tm bold back, idess aro oot diloted
or lgoared for the aaks of urisg sn audiencs Siece 1hat flret delight
1'va woec porhaps BIFty Tlime. abOout Balf were what [ gbl cml) fantasies:
Parthguako, Meatwarld, Tommy. My opislome wevs haep elid
viteble; after al), do masy people epjoy Loadea?
rédilivace and the determinglion to fece mad gvorcoma
= continuous esrier of ¢ No. I bava baem msde to Teallss that
o8t peoplé mre happy {or, mt t, oot uohsppy) #ith wbat they have aod svold
innovetina, pror unfapilimrity. TB are wot atarlling revelations.

But thay are raévalstiune which hurt wa, which cut Tight through the layer of
fat 1 had inpuletod mysalf with end taer my brsln. 1 dop’t wapt %o live
a» By tulber lived, OF &# by oldor brathers and ters NOW joaist on

living Yat, is any other courpe open to me? Ves. I cao viatt the fils Bug
and forgat 1 am eveo allve,

| can Delleve that wirk 18 0l & REAL part of my Lifa, aad cep de forgotten
=00n am 1 mtep LM(G & clnoma and lisien to the olecirosic modulstions whick
i1utraduce s f1lm sbout Iir wing bugy tbat heve a penchsat for husan
mutiletion and husan (lea». TFor « fev Nours | can be TRULY heppy. And, in

oy befice the neat day. [ wil) ramembar how mutated cockraaches crwalad acrums
a young girl's face And 1 will ramambar bow 1 was REALLY (righteaad when
flying red inaects creabed Tbroisgb & window. Ano [ wl1] wibce ms 1rom U
agein Dip my atomach. Maybe, acraping st the cold custard durimg luoeb, 1

| monder (f By L1Te 34 Detter than Jack Parelter’s 7 Most of all, 1 =il
be flgbtibg L0 igoDye By work, wod oy rasponsibilities ad & rivll servant,
and 1he woak, impaasiomed crias of my wtupld, old-feshinnad boes.

th

Thia 1n tha bagt (ate that Bug can oxpect. V¥at, this s the fate that
g wem intended to find  The filw La & Praduct af 1be entertainment lodusbry:
it 1a a alepiified and (aciemtifirglly) towdlorisand varsion of a fire book
(The Hephaostus Plague by Thodss Page). apd i{T $# & poor exaople of » sclence
fietion f1in.

Teech' | tbink 1°1) eove omtn mumic.

The sbave, of course, 38 ap unfalr criticiss. I devasot canaideved Bug
an & #1im. merely en identi?iable mourco af iryitacion, Why? Why aa |
#lamuiog = fil]lm that doés not try ta be copaeqguanti swigoniticant or relevant?
¥hy dion’t 1 enloy a wall-teld, accamioomlly axcliing afory? Why havan't 1
Bablivacd the capably alaged specis) affecta? Necauss thema are de
| have coms 1o expect froe eny amd avery modest, compatant film, )
1M1 = actence fictlon flls (wbicb Bug =itboul dovht 18) would ba soeewhat
ditferent, somesbat EXTRa-ordiomry. T waé belsg vather naive, waan‘t 12

1°11 atick wilb eciepca fictine bacsuse it
thisk, and )ike ta thimk. But ihe saxera of 11 Bug willl bave
» grest Oasl tu leayn. Homo sepiesn im SAPIENT| Let us not forget that.

AT 22/01/0978
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STEALO dirscted by David Crooeoherg; 1069; Caanade

ANY At last - g fi11m ta SAYR the very cookles of my heark, if 1 had & heart.
But 1 am aw eodroid sod bot sftected by emoticam, or by high blood pressvre,
or by alcokol. Of course, 17 [ really sere an aadrold ( end 1 an aspusing for
tha sake of this review that I mm » bhummt besng) [ wonld oot he LAateresred 10
telepetby; conssquently, 1 would pot be iaterestsd ip 3tereo.

Mow cam = bumen be¢ing — o veessl wracked wost painfully by love und hare,
1oy apd dismay - view and understand a film which cperatse op & contipvous
bigh ievel of intelisct? An android would have Ro prohlems. An androld
would focus on the idees tbat tha fLim cooteins and would dras together e
logical, consistent, and cosprebensive account of 1he tbeoriea of Doctor String-
rellow. Such in socount would, 1t appiief carefully ta the images presentad
by iba film, expleio bow tha ¢ix tealgpaths wory iotdrecting, But, bow sould
o endroid cope with the hypothesis that the atrength of telepathic comsonic-
atica between two telepaths depanda an the deptb and antent of Iove thak
the telepaths feal for each othar? An sndroid wauld brush - seide the fLla‘s
centrgl thesis, & homen betng hae no euch problams.

Talepathy im » poble¢t thet must be conmidered Dy = buman déing, And, Ia
my winiw rtmuy {though | never previcusly nade the conbwction}, Suroo
pathic with the diaplay of ewotion  Humsn bl\nle
are awotiona) AND latellectunl creatures: Sgereo is a fila that recognlaes
tbis fact. Such recognitian can omly be a goad Ialng.

The story 12, basically, fallowa: Stringfellaw, n geychsatrist, is
inierestad Lo tuleputhy. He davelope a thmory whick, bacause of bie mcadesle
promissice, e chosst to be tested. A oumber of psychiatric patients voluataer
to h.u tholr braios llll"lcll], aliared 5o thai they will be able to coemuwlicete

L1y  1The 31 ' talepathalc potential can oaly be developed
1t tbe subjecra ate placed togethar o Lolation froa “normml™ people. Thia
occura. The lmitial rectioss to telepethic comsunicetiom vary: two subjects
commit puicide. JItrioglsllow's theories are rezomeidered; and ooditisd. The
Tenainlng subjacts are egeio placed in 140lntica and, becavde the aubjecta
hava bean tralscd and are familiar with Seringfellow’s thaoriss, they uré mble
1a ege ioto a tel hi . The tilu p Striogfellow"» tbeorien,
wuggests how the thuorivs cas bs teatsd, apd sbows the telepathe moving
together.

I. homestly, did pot underatand what was happening. [ grasped most of
Srringfallow’s theori L) thut twleputhic communication depended ob the
depth of love felt between Ludividumle; 11) that the etreogth of comaunicetlion
=os invarsely related to the square of the dlstance beiween telepaths (the
inverae aquars lu¥ - suggearing that telmpathy is elactrommgnetic, and « phys-
1cally datectebls phenomepopn); it11) that a dosimspt-subordicats relationship
Petwesp two individuals wust be unmunen bafore &« tslepatbic commune can
develop: 1v) that as ax 1 khio powar 3 11y)
the convantlony) swoaws (aight, ludltion. etc) are sitbar discarded, wxcept

an a =moat bhesic level (e for eatiog), or takep over by the telepathic
fecility. |°m pot certain that I agree wilh tbhese Ldosn, but tbay ars
certainly thought-provaking. And [ appreciate Filma that make ae thiank.

(Why aren’t aove anch filus made? Can't the ordissry “sap-lu—che-street*
think? Wha snya that be/dbe can‘t tbink? 1s the fllm ipdustry composed salely
ot $diota?)

Sterec's preseptaticn is most decepcive. The telepatha do Dot speak; thare
is po musica) sownAtrack: expluoations ere delivered a1 intervals by a series
af diffurent (apd umettributed) volces. 1 thought that what wae being asald
referred directly ta shat was Relog sabawn; 1 #as sroag. The fils vecords
evaote which happen chrcoologically after tha ¢vanta Asatiaced by the voices.




35

Sut, bocauwe 1 waa relating what wae 2614 10 whal wiu whowo and realising a
deicrapancy, 1 waa thinking about what | was se2lng. | reallsa, now, that I
wué not marely repeating mentally what | wam tald dut actluslly praduciog
origioal thoughta'

Storeo i3 a file which | must praies. It 15 the beat sciemce flctlon file
that | heve asen wisce 3001: 4 Spare Odyssey. But, unlike Kubrick's film,
fronenbarg'e file will oot £100 & wide audisnce - because 1t wep made in black
end whits, by ao tndepandant col ny, Oo = awal]l budget. &st ta meoc it 17 you
can {7 paw (t at the ICA); and 1T you Cen’t get to see Lt, fael eorry for
yOursolf. Thie 1o whore s films ought ta be gaing. ¥Why eran't thay?

AT, 29/11/71873

({Readiny SF Club 1= shawing both Btaren apd anotber David Cronanbarg film,
Crimea of the Future, 00 March th, 1976 ©.00 pm; Palmer Huildibg. Raom 1.09,
University of Avading, ¥hilvkoights_ Regding Ring the sditar for furtbar
datatle, For anyone wiehing to show thees £1lwe for & club, they ara availabla
fros the Aisiributore, Tbe Oilher Cla¢am, in Newpart Strest, London.)})

THE ULTIUATE WARATOA (AA) directed and written by Mobert Claue
Warner Bron; on geoeral reloame on the 4DC circuit

Thi tc ¥arrior sppeerrd wt the locel ABC clovma wo @ sacond fewture to
Persiesion o K111, % 8Py thriller wbown 80]¢ redeowing warit 1e Dirg Bagurde's
neatarful pres=nca, without aby publicity, end witbout having previoualy
iapinged oo wy conscinuacesas. 1 want to eee the ?1le azparting little moro
than 5 @undaoe 6 wdventure, but with vcgus bopes of sumetbing better atirred
by premence of Hax von Sydewiin the cest  In thg gvent, ! wae not dim-
uppointed.

1975; vas:

The f1im vpens =1th & @orisa of sdote of deéorted mod ruined urbau
#canee: toply freowcys. skelrtal tonocmants. allant akyacvapere A» eleawhers
in the fitae, ginativa use 18 meds Of contemnorary city e - prowumably
mhot #5rly On & SubdeY morning - ta canjurc up & vimion of a poat-apocalyptic
Tuture, monawhat as Godord need coantempnrary Parla 10 supRest ble future clty
Io Alpharille  Words on atvean 1670TE ua Ther (B14 Ié Wow Yark, 2012.
Ismadlolaly, our inftial pevcaption that onra diameter has bafellen clvilization
lu reinfarcad by acencs of men gtng Tor faod - hing pig - who
vA attacked, robbed of thair plunder aod k1iled by a gang wlieldlog crusa-
Dows Am the gany walk througb the rseerted otroate of Mew Yark, wa dras back
tn Max vop Sydaw. op a rooftop, waicbing them. Aynund bie L& & roof-gardev.
Tt e00D beromen mppmremt that vnn Sydow - the Barap 1s Lke losder of 2 small
commune murriving in e harricaded-off bDrowpatoma wtrmet by virtua of scsvyapgad
cunnad food, & well, 0 the geviva of Cal, & barticulturlst, wbo (apds The
T00f-parden Tha RAaron, for ressona which leler bécome apparcot, wants to
Tecroit 3 Tighter, Tul Hryopar, who hae beso offering himssl® for Bira by
atsnding, mtaturaqualy nakod to the waigt, atop & pudemtal io the atreet
néaarby A venture 1» made by the Barop uod o group of his mea through the
dangaroud sireets, an offar im wade, but na reapones comem fram Cermon, thg
fighter. Ferhaps the heat sint of the filw shawa the Haran approsching the
fighter, etanding loge aparti oD his plioth. The cawers tracks down from
Carsan‘s chavap head, down hia magnificently mumclad back, past hla knifa-
balt, ant ends pooring belwuen Cuwtsos'w lcge at the Barén. The contraet ia
1mmodiately spparent botween (b dtreugth of the fighter wod (he rolmtive
teeblincas of the Haran

Raturning to their rowmons, the Rerop’s group Im attacksd by the mtraet
peopim, snd are asvad only by the timely interventlon of tbs knifs-wlaldiog
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Carson. He bes decided to Join them The attracrion® The Baron's aupply of
cigars. A vice taueh this - Aomething ve accept as a natural part of lifa
becomes worth y wan‘s life, In canvereation, it emergea that Caracn iy on hss
w8y to hia fanlly's 18land off the coast of S. Carolioa, sate from the narauding
EADES nov leaving the dead cities. The Buron racroits Carson to help sn

%> acheps to get Cal to aafety mad open aps. For Cul 1e of unigoe and
enoreous value. He has devaloped hybrid atraing of vegatebles which will graw
aven oltar the plaguss which dave killed athar ceope and destroyed civid iz-tim‘n
He oo o emall suppis of 489de, and tbese and hy must be taken to sataty.
Carson agrees to help, but betore the plan can be Put inte operation. tragedy
ISbarTeeas  The sewmaw is attacked by @ raiding party from tne group led

by Gessrr - & suitably unplessant, viaious and *ild-eyed villaln - gnd Cad
#iiled defending his crops. But tne seeds survive, wnd the Baron arrenges

Fav Carwss o tabs Uwas and pos (the Baron’s) progoant daughter (Ah - you
thought thie all sounded o bit caxy, dlan't you?) to the lelmnd, ascuping

the communa and New York by way Of » basomsnt Teading to the uhdergroung
ratlway syetem, The #scepe of Cerson and Nelinda i3 nccomplished, but mot
defare the other memhers ¢? the corpune - now doomed to collappe : have
noriced their surreptitious exit, Theéy turn on the Baren, believing he hun
SFErases Shen | save his daughrer, beating hia to death ay he eita wwong

l.ll.l beleved clocky - a beating in which even bis maat loyal lisutenant joins
Nar v Tov & second tine bk close LRE LAYy L band cmnbars ¢f the co-mm;
are ta the barbsrity of the strwet peopls beyond thelr berricades. The first
tioe this Ls eeen 18 when ¢ menber of the <ommune is accused (wrongly) of
-)oqlu. Pt Wl Le e st 10 T sivews semie o sarteln susin
el L riog at hig V#ss. beatiog and clawing at
hl:.,“lre 1little betrter than wnimala. Truly, the veneor of civilizatson is

| ] B one.

The last third of the tilw Ls an oxciting end tension-Iillad chase thraugh
the underground, with Carratr and his geng in pursuit of Cerson and Melinde.
Careon fights off the pursuers, but Melinda, 1in the true style of weak females
in ssxiat adventure ¢torles, chooses to euter lebour st the crucial stage of
the chaas. Carson delivera her son in & train carrisge - & Ban of waby ralentas,
thie — wnd with herdly @ pause goes out to Tight the last of Carrot’'s gang
Dispasing of most of them with hia knife 10 scenes whera Brynnar raveals hia
suparh physical s9ilitier, ha ir feced with Carrot, arwed with a pace With
the mace entanglad with Carson's wrist, end Cerrot dangling by the 1ibking
wire over « pit, Corson 18 forced tlm a fasblon reminiacent of the worat
axceames of Copstt, to <ut off his own wrist. He ¢ 12 to a blazipg torch
and cavtarizee the wound. Beaningly ihmune to shack, he la up aod walhing
arognd - am ie Nelinda, who, obviously is not as weak as we tbougbt and has
recoverad fram her child-hirth - off oo the jgurney wouth. A tingl stop-Irawe
shows the couple op a beach, an ialand bulking up in the background.

Froa thie plot wynopeis, it can ba eeen thet The Ulitimwste Warrior 1m
tundamentally & atandard post-gpocelyptic story. In fact, the syerage sf
rasder will be able to prediot the plat trun the firat few minutes, TPet for
all thla, It Llm involying, st times gripping, and ie raised ebove the mundane
by 1te cccamional Lnasights into the way huoen beinge bacoms a Lls sc easily.
I1te uss of contemporary lacations (axcepting the standard Bollywood beck-lot
straar set, tricke¢ out with wrecked cara and 90 on) sephssices the Fragility
of aivilization baded on techpology Director Robert Clouze has pade the
tile witb an economy aof atyle which 1» both plecning and entirely apt for
bis eubject Ba pacee the ohese eequances eapecially wall. Yul Brynner plays
blmselt, the smmurel as ever, but ha ia excellent in the fight mequences.
Joanne Miien as Mellada asnsges spnrks of troe ssotion. when Cal is killed,
and gemorally 15 rather better then the acript night have allowed m lany
tulented wctrems to be. Max von Bydnw portrays the ageaing Baron, trylag to
preserve clvilizatlona amongat barbarism, with tha sensitivity and quiet
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mtremgth which we wight heve expectad. But what Ls the bsn who played is =ard
mamtarpinces #s Savomtb Bem), A Pameion sod Bour of the Wolf dolog in » Tilm
Vtka thia? (Indeed, what be doleg im = Lreadbr borror flick Jika Tbe
Eaorcimt?) Oh well, [ euppoes even t mclors Bave to pay ths rant,

The Nrima arrtor a
it L» sotertelaing, and wiik
worlh tbe caet of » clumoma ti
slony.

ances of im tho cinswe not ops ceéntlmetre. But
10m to K1) pakes & double bill wall
1t »111 do uaril omathing batter copes

€.A.F7 187121978

AN BVENING FOR JAMES ML1SB
= ¥omoriem
February 19th 1674

. autbor af 4 €age of Cawclence, Blark Raatar esd Ductor Kirebllim
sbag contributor to 1be devalopmant of sciesce ficisca 1o this
coustry, died om 30tb July 175,

Well-koown Zor Wis esploretions of mao and marellty in coptesmts of past and
future bistory, Jumss Bliek’'s worid 1ocluded poekry, muale, Iroale faotasy,
Japed Joyce - amd Star Trak

At 8.00 ip the clmens af the Inptitute of Contesporary Arta {Tbe Mall, Landom)
teleode and callesguas will presest thelic lmsgus aod reflections upon Jamen
Blisb, Lhe work amd tha mqn. The ovecinog 18 open Lo the public at on charge,
ticketa may B2 Dooked Irow Junuary 2od 1974 from the IC4 Box Orfice {P1-930-8393).




SOUTHCOTE
READING ENGLH

|

it
\H"“\“'”w;“‘n ‘““!“p“u\‘uw“\\‘\\“r1uw “‘\M‘\‘H‘H\“‘\“‘WHW"‘
AR A

{rTuia letier colump Lo abort because- a) we dldn't get ao mamy letters. and
b) bycauae {1 tHLD esue 4 DOL Typed up #11bin Ihe mext féw hours, it won't
gut to the printers 1n time t0 resch you for Chrietmas. Other lettéra, as
ususl, In the Mawslettar - Eg)) N

Audy Sawyar, 1A, Pifth Aveus, Londonm 212

Vmctar itawlf peerdd nicely balanced; I Iika to see a lot of revievs (mfrer
#11, this 14 wurely part of your relson d'stre - informing people #hat e
available) ouk some mlce solid eritical mrticles add weight to what should
B a rairTly serious journal. Revisws ibamaclyes, even long omes
Junt opipniom, more oF less vell, rather Chan
d¢rious critiques. Thim Lm ap it should b, but raviaws without criticiea
1eads to Incohorende. 1 onjoyed some 0f your reviowars' plecag. hated otbary,
Snd #a3 luwpreseed by Peteur Fyde's forthtude i 0ot pieldiog to the obvicus
tanptetion wheo reviewing Servente of rhe Waokb ( a title which 10 na way

can be m aed)

Spoaki of pleying with ... worda; Bod Shaw waa, wel), Bob Shaw - sn
excellent light Jead-In to tbe two more aarious artlclea by Edmund Caoper and
Chriz Asmnett The letter prodiced sometding vars worthwblile. [ got the
iepréssion from yoor sditorial thet you scemed t0 be moTried about the accepteance
of hia article - in my opimion iy provides & sericue. thought-provohing core
to Vactar. Obviously, we can get too “mcademic” but to neglect the sarious
alde of 4f L# to redwtd od wl) to = booch af frivolous wankers, (or Weokbers)
add we @light ae wall pach up, go bame and wait for the Apocelypae. We have
to get the balance right - and I think you've doné Lt with Vactay 70 - may ws
baye more such artlclee

One specific critlaias - abviously My Hammett coulda't — or nesdn‘t, reslly -
bring io every stagle | nowaver, I'd think A Clotkwark
» ‘s hook aad Kuhrick'e film) provides = classle
sxsmple of “sociel futurlam™ #ith respeci to “the pobltion of man 1o the elcy
of tha future~ (Y70, p 17). The far future - that of Trentor or even City -
Cah bt spoculated mbont; the meer future - Tbat of Alec and hie droogiem -
bas to e 1ived througd. and the ralavance of & Clockwork Orangs to the bere-
v 16 ahows quite B1Bply by the dimtasteful fact Chat sama wonld-be
found thet the rilm relatad so well to thelr own pariiculay environneots
that imitation of the acans yhere the doaser Ia beaten up become the obvious




LETTERE 3
thing ta do. That, if you 13 In & “futurs city - os ike strosta” ang
that realiptically brucal uising - tbe antilhesis 1 muny ways of City and
ustonched L Poundaticn a)though, admittedly, preacnt by lwplicfation in
ouch of Ballard - suraly demarves & weatioa?

Havisg wuid that, 1711 lesve with congratulations Lo all Javoleed S0
Vector 70 (or 4 inb well dans, Way ] asks oo Clsal cosmost Om Scays Porter's
letter, which I've just poticed - maybe Hoonbase 1 omok becmusa (1 wan
Peytom place io spuce, ang didn'l roally get into people. Geogsta? Tee, of
courss, | )ike gadgsis bu 1'd rether watch Tomorrow's World than the current
“perence tittion™ abortion, TS yOv et tbe gadgets
unsduiterated with mny pothatic ettespls mt drame. Sp 1996 showa the
povartly of tha purely approach to »f - brillient technicel
89 charsclérization wheatpoevay, wooden arting mnd = deript which
explaing the hov and why »itb the momt ridiculsus pepudo-scientifiln doubla-
talk - eveo | ¢ould ses thraugh 11! Like Sonys, [ love gudgalsa - but 1 thlok
thare ham to te mars - a good meripk, mu origimal sitwation, aome humour ar
aven BoNe gepuice phllosophicel /wocial/poiitical quesations raluad (# 001
wbich fhad mnst nf the qualitles [“ve described of 18589 but sads up » ‘-nulnol,
SUPATD. . . &QiC 3¢ (B¢ only ward - whet e differeacs tw Jears makea!'?) Othersise
the \Mn; a1 In Londom. Bpace 1999 claehss with Dnctar Who - sfter
savers] eplecdes of tho formar 1 decidod thére wes ODIY One choice - wt Laamt
there's aome humour and the occasionul valid sf coucept going down wilk Lk
Doctor.

Ken Buiser. 1P Orcbard Way, Horamouwdea, Tonbridge, XKent TH12 LA

-} wrile to rxprass my approciation for Yector 70. 1 irust you are plemning
» super-bueper issue for no. 100? ({0h no, « hrart, Hen, that"s five
years' sditarship yon're askiog uf me... what's goitig to be ay state by then?i))
Tharc ia much goad in this (esue aod | ere that you have Cleverly placed
fionye Porier s larver on the bacower #0 tamt her very azaslbla advice abaut
the oea shall be mémo Ber 1s#L ¢omple of sepntences make ome roalise tbere
are people OUL Lhore who operate Ob tha sane waveleanth as ba ldjits I've
resd Lhrough Lhe leltors mod L enc gooeral agrosment that you are doiog m good
Jab. whick 1is correct: Quanzitice Of gratuitous edvice.
You cavmal fallow it al), clomrly, far o grast daa) ia comtvadictary. So
#t Lhe riak at telllag you how to euch agas, 1°L1 Jual dsy LBAT Yoo mvat
#0ld1ey 0D %iLh VACEOr ID your owa style Soiog what you think 3a right. 6a
far yoo mcem to have hit the bullmeyr asd are to be cobgratulated. 1f you
PUC 10 the atuff you 1ike and fael w11l be uenful and 1ntoreeting oxc to the

roudership thon ynu ahouldn't go far wrang. Is the reviewar Jumes Corley
resl? Or

thie somacns »a alt aight know and love? ((Yom, he'sm voal - or

I1f » wpirit or slatlar ha's got = very gond “'mpromstiic writar"1})
Ednund Conpar‘a pilace mavas you to commant. battos of p.3 "4 auggoat you
could gat an srguespt (bat 10 violence 1s uséd io an inmpr y the plece
®ould ot br art. [1 dnes manm as though Cooper 1# maylog that Lt's al)

right if tbe guys 1o tbe wbils hels ahoot Lba guya (m [be blatk bats, bot

nat the ather map rovad Ome moat imteresiing ootion [ ve baan thinking

#baut rereptly wbich 15 seldas Wrought vph 1w thia kipd of diccumslon is that

wa (gad to lonk at winlence - of Cooper hayse = Ib C(érme of tha late 20th century
We muat do this, of course, botavda 1 ® whers wa live But 1've beeco doinp
»0a¢ Bimtarical work receptly aad 1t doas appear that violanca was scceptod

10 ways we todsy wauld regard m# uabsliovable ft tba lard of tbe manor roda
up sbd cut off a a6r{’® bend the aerf kpew tha = the right thing 1a do

Apd the lord wam carract, eaven 17 the merf hed no 1des In what way he had
»1oned Apd after all Thé talk whout modish viclamre Of (ha orabge mnd rollbsll
ond 1884 and auch-1ike typas, trus wialence 1a atlll found in avoryday 14fe

and In evoryday situationa af which wa ara aitl ¢ snd look at and rondose
Wos't tha tol¥ of » [houmand yemrs' hence lonk heck and say how ow earth did
thoer poor daulle of the 20td €. dut Wp with Lt =117
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Holen Brown, 18 Gordow Terrace. Blamtyre. Glasgow G732 9NA

Vectar 69 wam there to grect us when we came bach from our Orkney holidmy ac
the gnd of August. L wap dzlighted (o pee It wad aftar roading (t wos
fospired by your editacisl sod esthusimss Typical of me, | wa» ZolEg to do
mome praimiog #o | put 1t Off but LT § sery conpleiniog |'d bave dous Lt 1mmed-
iutely [ thoroughly écjoysd Veclor - plemee, plesse cobtinue to print it.

I 43 ool a membar of the BSFY (my husbasd ia) but sfter your standlog vp tor
it T intend to joio.

I have « poft mpot (or the BSFA. through 1% we went o cur first con at
Chestar. | got wy Firat glimpse of poople who wers just mames - Brumaer,
Sbaw. Dulmer. Poh), Hiven acd best of all Rarry Harrieon Refore ) bara you
with my thoughte an Vector, ay backpround - poO fapniak, selsciive 8f reader
{sayLhing Wusband Sandy e#lacis mad buys | read). Pa af ¥ector | eanjoyed -
Bllsh and Shaw articlos. Rook ravieas | read with mined feelings Unle
T ve nlraedy read m touk | don”t ususlly bothar with thes - | 11kg reading
L withaut knowismg tha plots but Rob Aoldstock's revies of Vastarday's
Children caught @y aye snd | NUST remd LU a& 8o6un mn [ can - oo boak comld
be Cbal bad, cauld it?

1 do hopn Vartor 70 printed LI not alreedy ON tte way Plende dexp
up your previous 10fectious podd humour and wathudtlideo

Dave Langford. Boundary Hall. Tadiey. Geaimgsiokes Hantw RG26 80D

TOr @eny =eeks 1 have buen brooding om the pomstbility at scadiog you & letter
mtout ¥actor amd ihe BSFA Maspisiter. & leiter L which praise andsor hatred
of thneq twe1D EPOUIO BA 60 cloacly Imtermingled that oven your Goen dimeucting
blede could ol extract more than anm word ar twa in amnuencs for reprodurtios
tn either Thup the knl pollol woulo fall back 1o amazamnent &t the (spparently)
hasvily caosared Laogfard leltors, which would road sowethiog Like “existentisl
rélevaot .. .doeply invalving. ahikty * in oma place and “wyitten.. read
criticiscd. axpartoraced 1aplodad. . 15 wnolher  Racking svey froe the
thought 0f ®cATIof with &)l the edjectives applicebla la Vectar end =il tbe
verbs La the DSFAN - ar vica v. - 1 find ayaglf constrained to srite, in
tasla, dohapogemised and resdily oeperoble proae

S0 Veclor. Passiog over oo 69 for Lhc wlwpls Yeuscn that yau've defuesd
»y nco-u—-u-; solysin thernf by sending me no 70 - we coma to 70 Apain,
as aver. can noching be dobe (o dim the paa’s brilliance? - Bob
Shn atesls the show  Though, m# Lt bappana, th 2 the Iirec of his Lalke
[hal T7°d hemrd before mcaing in print (my haaring aid conked out at Tymacan}
and Tima-Travellera, as a resull, waé throc time¢e ws funny theough 1td drugriog
back ot the might and anund of Boh 1n action: beautitully desdpas, basutifyully
timad. Why doean't e0me00e Lsdve Lapes of Lhemés Things comsoccially?  {(Actually,
I beligre George Hay han aome plane slaag theee Iinra. but ay Nnowledge 19
togey.}

One o the things wost deplored in revieming Ia Lbe plot mummary; and
Edmund Cocper'a plece looka ab first Jike a aeries of auamariee held together
by vary thim threade of arguwsnt. MNownver, tbe tRing Cowed off bocmusc of Lhe
Llelling, which kas 2 guato resioisceot of Amie 1n Mew Mape. .Probably hattar
a5 & tall tbao w» ma sriicle, though. Ch. famnatt-m tollowing pioca takes
& bit tap lomg nver teb sama gort of winoaliion - the Tooke at tba atories
are intarsotiog 0L mga . Suama

Vettor s laoking lika Poindatlon, #ith all tha |1tcrit mtuff. Rob Shaw,
plus same reasosebly 1o JEAOT reviewe, plus coe or Chree intérostiog

Lettara: tosas mave it trom the dreaded crasping acadome The faniina rov
ure definitely 100 short I believe praple Iike Lo read lairly loog reviess
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of tunsines they've raad theomalved - oksyl(rips off the mask), | do unyway —
thue 10 concenirata on thm mnra promibent zines, or tbe mOBK 1Dtelllgest mod
interceting. or oust of &l1]1 the nmes the raulawsr wants mosl to talk about -
that*» t wowdad Wo cen buy Meter Roberte’ Little Ges Guide LI wa

waut t0 koow eboul sddreascs mmd titlea to Lbe oaclusiom of =)) ales.

AD a ot of peopla will b telling you, Muak-Waiz the Windgod (w Plyisg
< Lu Sam Mowkowitz; FiLlfosay tbe Rivergod im Phil Farder; Lbe Woln'bar/
Trak snd TV
Rutinge I would much 1ike tO know sha 5p°oes lhe gad of #liske wey ba. Bat

1 digrons.

The Hesplottor rosda Like = lottiar, without the vamt eIrorts of cultivetad
atylo wbich ovze froe Vactor. Mot wuch tor commeot. really: apact from Lhe
Roporie aod Berious Bita, which sbne the aaticipated etats of cbaos io avary
ification nf your fur-flung orgunism {Orgamisstion?). ({ob, coma om, Dave,
Tehy Bhow Do such tblag. Thoy show that the Committec meab ure clearting
up Lbe chaotic atste laft by the previoua iocompatetis %o mro i0 fact well
orgamised - Ed)) 1 would be mice (o 26 you actively esckimg news e»
réecommonded - bamb io hand, you €)iok imlc tbe Tes - Worror! wse lhet an
aCtiva search for ne=s losicad af { 1 tsnocantly thowgbt) w booxy and
iocoharewt canvarsatlan. ot J am ¢¢ Salurdey, Wovacon lest? ({P1 Deve,
Unep qulet about thel, Malcalm will ta vary vy if ha fiods L've besn
talhing to Christine agaio. nope, 1 mean, actively gat 1ing nase of ibw
Edwarda household - Ed)] Alréady I may be guated Lo my Olwadvant But wy
venge =ill be terrible! 1 mkal)l ga for
Tad stramble, | totter off intc the Dight, .What 1e thle? A
Lat um nems thersain for the ogat four bowre

Pote Presford, 10 Dalkeith R Redaist, Jtockport

Uuoy thawx far Vactor 70 1 enjoyod thn Edaurd Cgoper article, Vialeoce Ln SF,
altbough 1 thoughl he coverad the topic & llttle thinly It sbauld bave bren

o two-part mrticle at loast.

[ was very murpr d Lhat wé did oot mentios Norman Golar and aven more
oo that author® 3_tba Jungle A @ore borrific plcrure of cennibal-
jetie ancioty could mat ated In prisl..thn final acencs Lo the book whers
wholreele carnage ie carriod out in the Bporta (1) Arena, wall, one could

obly blunch a Iittle ar it.

And theugly little scens of tba Bigh Priomt's initistlon cévemomy, whare
the perdan who wishes ta Joib munt cat the arw of a freehly roamted infanl.
Do we eay that w»e mufit CODMOr & Dovel af thig natura, or do wo juat ekrug our
éboulders mnd paes Lt by. Yo be honset, | would nut Ii1ke my kido ta get thair
handn on it .. not for & Tew yeare anyvay,

From the rail at Coaper's article are we to undaratand that be condobee
parnagraphy aend carocgrapby if it 1a well writton? I1f Ohe dtarta tn alap
cenearship on booke, tba hadly written end well written nuat euraly come ubds
the mano hammor. The f4ar of the wide hoye coming lola 1hs =i tield to asll
thelr wares ia diavurbing, 1p (bs fact tbet 1t w1l underwina lhe yaars aof
carotul bulldiug that @f bus kad to gn through, to Fulfill fta acceptance ig
the Tirarary world. The whola coacepl of using #f for & webicle of thie typt
nf writing ~an be #battarsd mt tbe publiishers” door. For the public can oply
cboose 1u read wbat it 14 given. [t cauld bs sygued that ths maral stsodards
in booka can ba allowad e go dovo, heceuse tho mverege latelligence ot resdar—
ahip ke rlaing. WhiCh &emms he 19 tberefare mhla Lo difterentlate eors eaelly
botween bad and good itlag. 8o 1¢ would geem that iha fear ia oot thet the =i
fi1eld i)l da used £aT poru, alc. PBut Lhet thim type at writing »11) be well
belaw the mtapdard that wo Dov accept The thougbt of bad writfog end bad
para and bad sl makes @8 shudder.
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Chris Morgem, 8L, Woightsdele Rowd, Westhas, Weymould, Doraet DT4 OBU

...T abould launch loto 8 Joog, sckmtillating LOC which prasses ¥70 to the
Neavens , comments provocatively on some of 1t articlees, providss excellent
SUGEeations 2ar youy wuthor ¢ollaboratlon compsiition and seen says something
weaniogful sbout the BSPA. BOT. |'o 20 weary atter typinwg out 1300 words of
reviens that | dom"t (ol j1ke composing e« long LOC.

¥70 im w good ismue. 1'm Dot ouvar-lmpressdd by ¢iiher Edmund Cooper's or
Chris Haboetr's tradtménts of their aubjects, dut both articies were worth
printing, if oely for the cootroversall réspanse. Bob Shaw'g comtributioco
i3 (it elwost goes w=ithout sayiag) & 1oF to d. ¥ou know, shen Lhe gensus
inherent in ay tictiop (s Tinally recogpioed enda tom comslttes lnvitad be to
be guest of honour, & 1ot af pesple are going to be awfully dimappointed
wIth oy speech, becaude 1t wob't be half aa good 46 the speaches that Bob Shaw
4nd Jim Wbite sees o turn out wo régularly whether they are gobs or not. The
review mactlan (8 quite micely balanced. Your editoria) is oat $0o preach,
and the layout L very oie {1 Likad the bit on p 39 which mays "Chris Morgan
%L1l be msking ¢ comg-back™ You meke m¢ 30ynd like an ageéing actor who hag
Just monaged to comquer his drinking problew.)

I feel [ must make » faw comments On Chrie Hamnert's article. Thena ure,
I's afrald, not linked by = simgle coherent mevark of theory (for remsans
of lack of time and snérgy) byt ars p enfed ut a scrisd of numbetrad polnis
=Lth page references to ths article whers approprimte.

1) (p17) Hampett peems 00T to have resd much sf of the 18705, or sven of the
late 19606, which Lnvalidates woat af bis latroduction.

2) (pl7) Social futurism herddy seves to me to be an sdaguate eyoonym for
sclence figtion, which iq more the 1L sture of gpacuelitios than of the
future and =ore concerped mith gadgets thap with soclety,

3) (pl8) The qualativs from Emrys Joned ia aadly true, because moat &f =ricers,
®rén whan portraying far tutoree. tend mither 4 rétmifn prasdut-day mared oF,
®ven worde, to perpatoate tha goldsn myth of » never-never USA where all bus—
bands have 9-B gffice Jobs, el wives eré salaly housavivea (locklog mfter Lhe
tup children), al) familiza live bappily ip 1 spartwabin, and there ara

ot , women's lib, ethmic micorities or orbam

It taxes a real viatonary to tear « holy in thig mework by
ple putting grazing saheep on the apartsent block roof. Wut graduslly
a1 autbars wre hégliniog to poTtray DAw Pramevorka wheih are boik diffarent
48d canvibcing, e.g. The forld Imsida hy foberL S1lverberg.

4) (p18) Thera are atoriea whiceh show & revaraal of current trende, of which
oRe of tha heat koown must te Brain Aldisa's Qreybeard, 1o which, dus to a
zero bleherate, Oxtord re to baisg slwast & sediseval city.

$) {p18) By coscentratimg on atories whick focus on the clty. Hamowtt siss
many very good throvamay Ideas concermsng future cliles. (Ro «aram
vecasanry: the liar $a very long.)

&) (p24) Tos probles of pleaty has bean dealt with by Prad Pohl 1n 3¢ le
two short etoriwe- ® Man ¥ho Ate the World™ and {1 think) "The ¥tdss Plague’.

7) Bamostt méems to h, 1ngnored the difttering roles of the city, portrayad
10 meny novels. T offer & selection: the clty as bettlefisld (Brumner‘e
Stend on Zanzibar, etc, thowgh Beirut ip 1975 ia worse), the clty ae bero
(Si)varberg’'s The World de). tha 01ty aa trigbtener (Cbarles 0. Filmney'
The Unboly Clty). che clry lung-deatyoyer (Arunner’'s The Sheep Look Up. etc.),

the city as enigas (Delany's Dbhulgran, Farmer’s lnalde Qu ).

8) Tbroe cost leporiant toplca, Luseparabdle from aclence flct100°e urban eisiop.



g a
Uive baen #1thez (gHOred or @lee touchad on toa briefly: treosport, race and
tha 41y Tresdport io citlas hap been tha tbape of at 1 L any noval
(Brunper's The 8quures of 1ba City) and s bumher of §09d {though deliberstely
ratyd) sbort atorviea. The probles of race 14 veusily eida-gtepped by
*ritara who, If tdey refer to 1r at all, asauwe weltisg-pot effwcts to coatisue
to the poiAl whire the aotirs busan rece hee 11ght brawd skio; but what if the
1ndupend-
Paxiatanis, Poles,
4tc 16 u hundred yaarv time? The famlly »f the futurd is Dmarly «lways scen

wn the puclenr family (two parenta wdod their childrev only), but why abovld
thera DOT be m awing back to tha wrtended or joint family (grandparenta/maeried
#1bliogs, too). dus to tbe Uremkdowa 1o social sarrvicesa, aa in Disch's
usderrate 3347

B) Zisallly I suet meoviop the origivel motholagy Yuture City eidied by Roger
Biwood, for which stari *ere cOomBlaasoped on that tdems.

105 | want to oake tt clear that |'m pot kboeking Cbris Hamnett for the 1ake
©of Wnockiog bim; his subject would esmily fil) = large book, sc thy fact that
he [nils to do it Juatice ip siztean pagee is not aurprisiog

Toiera you are, Chria. That came out 3 lot laoger than t had expectad and
#30 srittan #ithout ouch reference to of collection of of.

Aod Tidmureb, $3 Zccleaton Bquars, londas S¥iV 1PC

{{Tbesm fragmacts (rom letters from 4ndrev, one ot our t prolific s vel)
m post Tecant <onkributors, provide wn ivaight into hla thiokiog on af - £4))

(26710) .. .You can probably eee tbat 1 am tryfug to forEulare e coberent vlew
of whet T think af ougbt to be and what writers cught to be alming for. Nore
®oTk 1o 8ti1]l pecassary in this pram. I fwal that 4t can grow from withio
and #11] only beo damagad by 18trusiods from “outsidera’’ who write povels thet
contors to shat thay consider is tdv wcleoce f-ctlonal atsreotype

(227/11) ...1 bope you don't thigk thut | an losipg eight of tbe besic intention
of Vagtor (le to drav pecple to and ipto af) Ky viees are ralevant to the
canuinued well-being of 4 fiald/geors thal I lave, bucauss 1 am trpieg te

say bow pepple dhould expect af to be, and tharafore how [ thjok af shauld

de op. I w» againmt “escapiws” (though | wight concede that, 1t thivgs is
the vorid are bad, puople newd to Dw eble to escape In ardar to be abdle ta
surviva) becsuse it 18 a vegetive wititude, & negatlve form of bebaviour. How
11 our worldiibe world 1n ebich 1 grew up) pull throygh the crises it Is
oov sybudrged 1o if pur people srs cootent to igoors REALITY? Aod, how will
tha world be changed by pwople who are only sergically e that such 3 toiog
aven exista? Tbat 18 vby 1 don°t veot Bl to become, ar to cootious to be,
apcepist ficrion. 1 AB FeRsSsured by the few mrlemptd 1hat are baivg wede

to drag ¢f away froa fanrasy.

(29711) ...1 thiok you've got four ariicles fvop me that pou haven't get
pudblished. Do you thiok, whin snd 17 you do publisdh them, tbat gou tould
indlcute wbon they were writtes? 1°d 1ike readers to resli bow wy thoughte
Bavs progreaand from article to areicla. 7 hriog thia subject up bDeceuss |
ibtyod o have « rest for a few sonthe from oop-tictica 4o ta devate mare
Tiwe to what | originally came into eritlng To do: to write adart etories.

I ae 6ply iolendiog te rest from goo-fiction temporarily; I will be dack Don't
thiok tba: fandow or sciemce fiction bae lost & davates: | will merely be
sbouting witb snother voice.

(1Psople - gon't 1st Avdrev galiate' Geod him - ar me - a latter todey to
t & bit of zsoo-fiction writtog .you
P your hagd In, Andyew..god hesides, wbar am 1 gatag Lo do witb all

P4 in the tile review column?' - Id))




WHISPRRA FROM TEE PAST. -BACKE HUMRERS OF YECTOR

70: Autumo 1975 - Time Trevéllere Anoug Vs by Bod Sbaw, Yiclomce iw AF by
BF'e Urban vislon by Thris Hamnect, plus book, film and fasxims

9% Summer 19750 - The Sciencd in BF by Jumem Blish, Esrly ooe Oxfora Worsing
¥y Brian Aldlas, The Valus of Exd 3P by Bod Shaw, Uclaemce ar Fictiga by Toay
Sudbéry. filw mod book reviews

#7/80: (xba laatl Malca

Edvaran jsave) Thres Vieen of Tolkisa by Drsvia Le
Goln, Gona Wolfa and Potar Wicholls, Lattar From Aser by FrRilip K. Dich,
Periad of Tranaiiicn by Wichasl G. Conay, afiar tha Hen y ¥riso
Aidies, Muchioms and luvsotions by Briso N. Btabloford, Down-at-Raal Gadazy
by Brian Aldime, book mod fillw reviews- Bpriog 1974

68: July/August 19473 - The Robot Is AF by Brias Stablaford, .G, CoRMpLaB: AR
lotarview, D.G. Compton and How Standarda of Ercallenco by Marh Adlard, boak,
118 apd fasrios roviews

65: May/Juna 1073 - Gare Walfa: Ar Intarview, Loax Pecple by Pesela Bergent.
Tbe Man Wba Could ¥ork Wiraclea by Br Aldiaa, &q Apcra hy Aok gham, Awthor's
Choice by foger Zelazay, back 1ud fanszima raviewa

64: MprchsApril 1873 - The Aadrald #od the Bussn by Pdilip K. Dick, Tbe

Extraoraicary Rahaviowr of Ordioary Hateri hy Boh Shaw. Auvthor's Cholce
by Poul Amdaraos, bank and faRziDe revisewd

€)- Septewbar/Ociober 1972 - Tha Avta 1n SF by Ja
Peter Tata by Murk Adlard, book aod tanzime raviews

» B11ab, aa INtervies with

60 June 1972 - Tarough » Glees Darkly by Joba Brusner, 3P upd the Tinsee
by Putlip Strick, The Freasisd Livivg Thiog by Bruce Oillespia, Rduard Joho
Cavnal) 1914-1972 by Harry Barrieon, Dan Worgap, Ted Tubh and Rriaa Aldlus
comvantion report by Patar Raberis, book #0d feneine reviews

59: Bpring 1672 - Ac iotraduction to Stantalar Lem by Prana Katteosteinar,
A Goad Niding by Btealelar Les, 2 Cruel Miraclo hp Malcolm Edwarda, Wap |

Took » Writing Cours and Dida't Becoms 4 ¥ritar by Oick Nowagt, BF Criticiam
10 Thmory asd ctica by Pamels Auluwer, Book reviows

Euth af Lhaae lapues 14 avallabla from (he editor at iha yrice of 30p (#1)
Planes make rhequea payabla to ¥eckar. Eurry, burry - many ara im mbart supply’

- e .



